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Every breast-cancer diagnosis comes with a story, 
each with varying types of treatment that may include 
chemotherapy, radiation, hormone therapy, surgery and 
mastectomies. Most treatments take both an emotional 
and physical toll on the person who’s been diagnosed. 
During Breast Cancer Awareness Month, many take time 
to recognize the battles of these women.
Sierra Hnatiuk, a sophomore media arts and design 
major, honored her grandmother’s fight with breast 
cancer at her high school’s pink-out football game. For 
the last three years, her grandmother Faye Hnatiuk was 
recognized during the halftime show at Notre Dame 
High School in Lawrenceville, New Jersey.
Sierra’s grandmother is a 29-year cancer survivor. 
Although she’s described by Sierra as mostly very 
healthy, Faye is developing dementia.
“Everyone in the crowd stands up and there’s just a 
roar, like it’s so loud and that moment just went still for 
a second for me,” Sierra said. “My grandmom looks and 
she smiled and she knew that it was about her.” 
Sierra donated her hair during the halftime show with 
the hope that her donation would have a positive impact.
“This is so much more than what I look like, this is 
for someone else,” Sierra said. “I realized what good I 
was doing.”  
Grace Miskewitz, a freshman geology major, 
has also been influenced by breast cancer. Both of her 
grandmothers, as well as her mother, are breast-cancer 
survivors. All had double mastectomies. 
When Miskewitz was nine years old, her mother 
Beth was diagnosed with breast cancer. Following her 
mother’s diagnosis, Miskewitz felt a range of emotions. 
“I didn’t really understand at first,” Miskewitz said. 
“I just knew that she said ‘cancer’ so I of course started 
freaking out because cancer to me meant dying.” 
Her father, Tom, provided a great deal of support for 
Grace by giving her an outlet to vent without feeling like 
she was burdening her mother. 
Her paternal grandmother, Patricia Jackson, was 
diagnosed in the late ’80s with breast cancer. Miskewitz 
treasures the time they spend together eating out, 
watching movies and going boating. She sees Patricia as 
an incredibly intelligent and passionate individual.
Miskewitz’s maternal grandmother, Kay Schalkoff, is 
also a breast cancer survivor. Miskewitz said Schalkoff 
has a huge heart and is a truly sweet individual who 
takes joy in making others happy.
She encourages families dealing with breast cancer 
to stay strong and remember how important a stable 
support system can be for their family member with 
cancer.  
“The main thing I would say is to not let the tension 
and the stress of the situation get in between each 
other, because obviously it’s a high-stress situation, 
so a lot of times it can get to people, and that causes 
bickering, fights and words that aren’t meant to be 
said,” Miskewitz said.
Students explain their experiences 
with breast cancer through stories 
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Biology and Chemistry Students
Consider a career in the exciting 
field of Histotechnology!
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Guaranteed Job Placement! $15K Sign On Bonus! Great Salary!
The Sentara RMH School of Histotechnology is certified to operate by the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia. 
Sentara.com/HistotechnologySchool
h a r r i S o n b u r g
hotyogaharrisonburg.com
90 North main street, suite 101
harrisonburg, va 22802
540-433-9642 (YOGA)
                       check out 
               our website to find the
                  class time perfect 
                                         for you!
Paula Dammann, a junior political 
science major, lost her mother Julia to breast 
cancer in 2010 when she was 13 years old. 
Dammann was three when her mother was 
initially diagnosed.
People all honor their loved ones in 
different ways, and many make efforts to 
bring light to the issues surrounding the 
disease. Dammann remembers her mom as 
a fighter. She advises those dealing with loss 
to push through.
“I would just say there’s no right way to deal 
with the death of a parent — you just have to 
do what helps you survive,” Dammann said. 
“You have to do what’s best for you and not let 
your life end because theirs did.” 
* * *
There are many opportunities on campus 
and in Harrisonburg to participate in 
breast-cancer awareness events that help 
commemorate the fight of breast-cancer 
survivors and remember those who’ve died 
from breast cancer.
One event JMU students have signed up for 
is the 15th Annual Race to Beat Breast Cancer 
5K Run/Walk on Oct. 21. The race’s proceeds 
are all distributed locally and will be donated 
to the RMH Foundation and to the Sentara 
RMH Medical Center.
After the race is over, participants can 
gather for a post-race social. Downtown 
Harrisonburg is also hosting a “pink out,” 
where local businesses are offering discounts.
JMU’s chapter of Zeta Tau Alpha, a social 
sorority on campus, strives to promote 
breast-cancer awareness. The sorority’s 
philanthropic cause has led them to partner 
with the Harrisonburg Parks and Recreation 
Department on the 5K race. ZTA also hosts 
events of its own to raise money for breast 
cancer throughout the year. Some of their 
fundraisers include ZTA Chipotle Proceeds 
Night, ZTA Campus Cookies Proceeds Night 
and a Pie-Zeta event where donors get to 
throw a whipped-cream pie into someone’s 
face.
Mattie Buchanan, the co-chair of the 
philanthropy committee and a junior 
communication sciences and disorders major, 
helped plan and organize the illumination 
ceremony on Oct. 2. Buchanan said the 
ceremony gives the sisters the opportunity to 
open up about their experiences with breast 
cancer in a safe space.
“We spend so much time together but 
you don’t always know that people are going 
through those struggles,” Buchanan said.
Buchanan stresses how common breast 
cancer is, and how important early screening 
is for women. She also emphasized the 
importance of supporting those with breast 
cancer. 
“All of our sisters got to talk about 
experiences they’ve had with breast cancer 
and whether it’s you or your family, when 
someone has breast cancer it really hits hard,” 
Buchanan said. “A big thing that people shared 
is that the support they were given through the 
process was the most valuable thing.”
CONTACT Jessica Kronzer at kronzejf@
dukes.jmu.edu. For more coverage of JMU 
and Harrisonburg news, follow the news 
desk on Twitter @BreezeNewsJMU.
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Local apple orchard 
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impacted by
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With fall around the corner and the 
leaves changing color, apple season is 
in full harvest. Showalter’s  Orchard and 
Greenhouse is saving apples for the 8th 
Annual Apple Harvest Festival this Saturday. 
All of the proceeds raised during this event 
will go toward Feeding America. 
“It’s definitely a celebration of harvest,” 
Kelli Stover, sales and marketing manager 
for the orchard, said. “We try to do new 
things every year, especially for children’s 
activities. This year we are accepting 
donations for hurricane relief for Feeding 
America.” 
Feeding America is one of the largest anti-
hunger organizations in the U.S. Its goal is 
to provide food for people who are facing 
hunger because of tragedies or poverty. 
The event has been shared through social-
media outlets, and they’re expecting to have 
over 14,000 attendees, almost doubling their 
attendance from last year.
Vendors at the festival will also make 
donations toward Feeding America for 
this event. At the event this year, there’ll be 
several different food vendors, craft vendors 
and live entertainment — Kline’s Dairy Bar, 
Jack Brown’s Beer & Burger Joint, The Gypsy 
Catwalk and Forgotten Creek Candles are 
just a few of the chosen vendors.
A ’60s rock ‘n’ roll band will be one of 
the three live-music performances for the 
event this year. John Whitfield, guitarist 
and vocalist for Little Walter and the 
Convictions, said that this is the perfect 
charity for him because it ties into his real-
life work to his favorite hobby by helping 
others when they’re at their lowest point. 
He and his band will be making a donation 
to the cause.
“I am an attorney for legal aid so we help 
low-income people with legal problems,” 
Whitfield said. “Obviously we run into lots of 
folks who are homeless, lots of folks who are 
hungry and lots of folks who are recovering 
from disasters so for me it’s a perfect fit for 
having a charity.”
The event will also host Harrisonburg’s 
food and dessert trucks during the entire 
event. Kline’s is going to have a food truck at 
the event with some of its favorite ice cream 
flavors — cookies & cream, pumpkin and 
dark chocolate.
In addition to the tasting room for apples, 
live music and food, there’ll also be craft 
vendors.
“I have been going to the Showalters’ 
event for a long time, back when I was in 
middle school,” Kasey Fuller, owner of The 
Gypsy Catwalk, said. “I just started last 
year going with my business and … in my 
opinion, being in the Shenandoah Valley 
during the fall is breathtaking.”
Fuller believes that this event is the best 
fall festival in the area, and that it caters 
to everyone. She also loves that the event 
benefits a cause that’s a worldwide problem 
and that the community is coming together 
to raise funds.
“With all of the disasters we have been 
having all around the world, not even in 
just the U.S., you can help by donating 
through Facebook,” Fuller said.  “It’s more 
comfortable, I think, for the community to 
do it locally.”
CONTACT Katelyn Merriman at 
merrimke@dukes.jmu.edu. For more 
coverage of JMU and Harrisonburg 
news, follow the news desk on Twitter 
@BreezeNewsJMU.
PHOTOS BY SAMANTHA LINCZYC / THE BREEZE
The Showalter’s Orchard and Greenhouse will be donating all proceeds from its upcoming event to Feeding America. The family felt compelled to donate after the recent hurricanes displaced numerous people.
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By MARY HARRISON
contributing writer
As shootings and mass casual-
ties continue to shake the nation, 
mindfulness of active violence 
has become increasingly critical. 
The Harrisonburg and JMU Police 
Departments train extensively for 
such crises, but expand the effort as 
a community approach.
“It’s not one entity’s problem,” 
Lieutenant Rod Pollard of the HPD 
said. “It’s everyone’s issue to be 
able to come together and fortress 
relationships and make sure we 
have good partnerships, to provide 
help to these people before they get 
to that moment of crisis.”
JMU’s Behavioral Assessment 
Team addresses underlying issues 
before the situation escalates. The 
board assesses and intervenes with 
any students whose behavior may 
pose a threat to themselves or the 
safety of the community.
“In today’s age, there is going to 
be that risk,” Pollard said. “We see 
the trends across the country of 
individuals committing heinous 
c r i m e s ,  a n d 
having gun-free 
z o n e s  a l l o w s 





i n  J u l y  2 015 
p ro h i b i t s  a n y 
student, faculty 
o r  s t a f f  f r o m 
carrying firearms 
on campus and 
in all facilities owned or operated 
by JMU. This applies to buildings, 
practice fields and university events, 
but excludes areas not controlled by 
the university, such as off-campus 
apartments. 
Qualified residents are able to 
possess and store legal firearms 
in the majority of Harrisonburg’s 
off-campus housing. Included in 
these complexes is The Harrison, 
where an incident 
i n  N o v e m b e r 
2016 involved a 
barricaded subject 
a n d  f i r e a r m . 
According to a 
n o t i c e  p o s t e d 
b y  J M U,  t h e re 





e v a c u a t e d  a n d 
residents were instructed to avoid 
the area.
Apartment complexes with 
prohibited f irearms include 
Sunchase and Campus View, and 
all campus residence halls strictly 
forbid any weaponry. Students 
are able to store no more than two 
weapons with limited ammunition 
at the university police station for 
hunting purposes.
“Our No. 1 priority here at JMU, 
even above academics, is to make 
sure we provide a safe community for 
our students, faculty and staff,” Bill 
Wyatt, director of communications 
and university spokesperson, said.
T h e  u n i v e r s i t y  u s e s  a 
collaborative process with the 
public safety department any time 
a new facility is built. According to 
Wyatt, emergency situations such 
as lockdowns are considered while 
designing and constructing all 
facilities.
“I think the big thing is how to 
keep yourself safe,” Wyatt said. 
“Be aware of your surroundings, 
communicate with others, let them 
know where you’re going, when 
you’re going.”
Addressing active violence 
“Our No. 1 priority here 
at JMU, even above 
academics, is to make 
sure we provide a 
safe community.” 




Members of the Harrisonburg and JMU communities 
discuss local gun safety
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HPD and JMUPD train on a regular basis for active 
violence. HPD additionally trains with other police 
localities, which ensures a consistent response to 
active shooters. The joint effort concurrently prepares 
officers to collaborate with other localities, as they 
would in the event of an attack.
A majority of college campuses around the nation 
have gun-free policies, but many states permit 
concealed weapons by the state law. Within the state 
of Virginia, universities determine their campus’ 
weapon policy. Virginia state law permits qualified 
individuals 18 years of age to purchase and possess 
approved firearms for approved purposes.
The Concealed Carry Reciprocity Act of 2017 was 
introduced to allow qualified individuals to carry a 
concealed handgun across state lines and onto school 
zones. The bill has yet to be passed, although it may 
pose revisions to campus’ weapon policies.
The Run, Hide, Fight Campaign is a federal program 
that encourages any victim of active violence to first 
escape and then hide as a means of survival. The 
“fight” mechanism is reserved as a last resort.
“We don’t necessarily mean ‘put up your dukes’ and 
fight, but I mean, throw something,” Wyatt said. “Do 
something to protect yourself. Give yourself that split-
second opportunity to get away.”
JMU has concrete plans to ensure communication 
to students. An emergency alert system would notify 
the campus community and provide next-step 
instructions. Sirens would also alarm those on campus.
Kevin Lanoue, deputy chief of the JMUPD, also 
recommends the “LiveSafe” app, which provides 
instant emergency help to anyone who feels 
unsafe. The app includes features that crowdsource 
intelligence for suspicious activity and safety concerns. 
For further concerns, the JMUPD offers programs for 
those interested.
“We also train on request,” Lanoue said. “It is also 
offered several times a year by town development here 
on campus.” 
The JMUPD’s next public workshop will be held 
at the Wine-Price Building on Oct. 31 at 9 a.m. The 
“How to Prepare for an Active Shooter Event” will 
teach appropriate responses for those seeking to be 
proactive. 
Defensive training combats emergencies, but 
Pollard reminds students and community members 
alike to speak up and prevent the possibility of a violent 
escalation.
“I think the idea of a response to an active 
shooter is a community approach,” Pollard said. “It’s 
everybody coming together, it’s networking, it’s sharing 
information. It’s being transparent across business 
lines, across police lines. It’s everyone truly working 
together.”
CONTACT Mary Harrison at harri4mj@dukes.
jmu.edu. For more coverage of JMU and 
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A disoriented murderer, his 
lethal weapon, the cries of his 
innocent victims and the stench 
of murder in the air: this American 
horror story has come to life, again. 
The plague of mass shootings in 
America that chronically rears its 
ugly head, in different parts of the 
country, seems to have no cure 
at all. According to a University 
of Alabama study, America is 
tragically exceptional at being 
most susceptible to public mass 
shootings. Here, you can be constitutionally protected for 
“bearing arms” in the name of self defense, but still have a greater 
chance of dying in a mass shooting 
at school or work — mocking the 
country’s unique safety frameworks.
Somehow, mass shootings have 
earned the status of some kind of an 
ugly theatrical because they’re carried 
out by so-called “mentally distressed” 
individuals to make a statement and 
not by foreign terrorist organizations, 
who’ve been sitting in underground 
cells and plotting an attack for years. 
After the 9/11 attacks,  the 
entire nation came under a mass 
surveillance system and a whole 
religious community was disgraced 
and scrutinized under the umbrella of President George W. 
Bush’s Patriot Act. Yet, there’s little that’s been done to prevent 
the recent upsurge of mass shootings. 
Moreover, there’s a sad, condescending routine of rituals that 
takes place after these “national tragedies.” Flags are lowered, 
prayers and rants get tweeted, but after a few long debates on gun 
control and mental health programs, it all settles down under a 
huge sigh of pity and condolence for the “mentally disturbed” 
shooter. What’s worse is that some even blame these massacres 
on Satan, like Matt Bevin, the governor of Kentucky, who said, 
“we can’t regulate evil.” Clearly, a majority of Americans have 
accepted the defeat and are — cringingly — OK with it.
What most people forget is that along with living in a country 
that’s become the global symbol of mass shootings, some 
districts’ schools close down on the first day of hunting season. 
This is where the desensitization and inaction stem from. In 2013, 
despite extensive public support, the compromise legislation that 
would’ve banned semiautomatic assault weapons and expanded 
background checks was defeated in the Senate. 
In the U.S., 40 percent of gun sales are made through unlicensed 
gun sellers, yet Stephen Paddock, the man who carried out the 
Las Vegas Shootings, followed all the state and federal laws and 
an FBI background check to buy the weapons at a gun shop in 
Nevada. It bothers me how hundreds of potential mass shooters 
like Paddock can easily purchase weapons to carry out their 
deadly missions, while our politicians just sit and wait for their 
monthly funding from the National Rifle Association.
Where does the tipping point of these ridiculous freedoms on 
gun laws lie? Why are we striving so hard to withstand the honor 
of the second amendment at the cost of thousands of innocent 
lives?
If not banned, the country needs to impose immediate 
regulations on semi-automatic weapons and who has access to 
them. We need to understand that self-defense is just a veil of fear 
that’s been mongered by politicians to meet their own mercenary 
needs through gun purchases. The police and military are the 
only people who need that kind of firepower. As I’m advocating 
for these changes, I realize that these are the very uproars and 
protests that get lost between the redundant 
questions of who, what, why and how of mass 
shooting tragedies, but I’d rather take a stand 
than watch the battle on gun laws from a 
distance.
Our politicians have been in the game for 
a long time and they’ve evolved some staple 
answers to justify these tragedies, which often 
fail to mention the hush word of “gun laws.” 
While some use mental health awareness to 
evade the boiling question on gun laws, others 
directly take a leap to justify these tragedies 
as an act of God or pure evil. No wonder the 
subject of gun regulation subsides so easily 
after every shootings massacre.
It’s shameful and degrading to 
realize how desensitized we’ve 
become to these tragedies, that 
even the catchy superlatives 
dubbing these massacres as the 
“deadliest,” “largest” and “grossest” 
don’t seem to draw attention. The 
Virginia Tech shooting followed by 
the murder of JMU alumna and 
WDBJ reporter Alison Parker and 
her cameraman Adam Ward show 
how JMU has also been touched 
by the icy hands of gun-related 
violence. With danger brewing in 
the air of this country, how long do 
we have to wait for our basic right 
to be safe and protected without 
guns?
Rishmita Aich is a senior media 
arts and design major. Contact 
Rishmita at aichrx@dukes.jmu.
edu.
RISHMITA AICH |  pride and prejudice
“If not banned, the country 
needs to impose immediate 
regulations on semi-
automatic weapons and 




views on gun 
control
PHOTOS COURTESY OF TOWNNEWS.COM CONTEXT EXCHANGE
Protesters join together against the recurring gun violence in America.
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s i n c e  t h e 
horrific Oct. 
1 massacre 




a  c h a n c e 
to digest its 
brutality 
and decipher how it can be prevented in 
the future.
Finding the underlying issue 
surrounding the biggest mass shooting 
in modern history isn’t a tough code to 
crack. Gun laws are among America’s 
most highly debated topics, with 
differences of opinion stretching as far 
as California is from Virginia.
California is among one of the strictest 
gun-law states in the country, enforcing 
guidelines on how to purchase firearms 
along with certain laws once they’re 
owned. Virginia’s laws are more lenient, 
giving more freedom for both purchasing 
guns as well as owning them.
But Californians looking for a loose-
lawed state to buy a gun don’t have to 
travel cross country. 
Neighboring state 
Nevada has gun laws 
that nearly mirror 
Virginia’s, and many 
are arguing that stricter 
l aw s  o n  f i re a r m s 
would’ve prevented 
l a s t  w e e k e n d ’ s 
shooting. 
As easy as it may 
be to blame gun laws 
for this crime, they 
aren’t what caused this and wouldn’t 
necessarily stop such an event from 
happening in the future.   
A total of 47 guns were found in the 
hotel suite and two homes of suspected 
gunman Stephen Paddock, all of which 
were bought lawfully. Some of the guns 
were even purchased in California, 
showing that even extensive background 
checks of Paddock couldn’t tell the future. 
Just two years ago, California had 
its own mass shooting, when couple 
Syed Rizwan Farook and Tashfeen 
Malik opened fire in San Bernardino 
with assault rifles equipped with high-
capacity magazines. The two rifles were 
purchased legally, but not by the couple, 
and authorities were unsure how the 
couple obtained them. 
Regardless, San Bernardino proves that 
loopholes can be exploited through even 
a state as strict as California is with guns. 
But in the case of the Las Vegas 
shooting, importance isn’t solely on the 
guns, but rather in a loophole involving 
accessories. At least 12 of the assault rifles 
that Paddock used were modified with a 
“bump stock,” allowing the rate of fire of 
the rifle to mimic that of an automatic 
weapon. 
The only way to purchase and own an 
automatic weapon legally in the U.S. is 
through the National Rifle Association. 
The NRA does extensive background 
checks and requires extreme monitoring 
of these weapons, and most owners are 
retired military or law enforcement.
Bump stocks are legal in most states 
and can be purchased online for just a few 
hundred dollars, making it far cheaper 
than spending thousands on a machine 
gun. The high capacity magazines used 
in the shooting, which hold upward of a 
hundred rounds of ammunition, are also 
legal and can be found online for a couple 
hundred dollars as well.
Together, these two accessories turn a 
lawfully bought weapon into a machine 
gun that’s usually highly regulated. It’s a 
fast-track way to bypass the paperwork 
and costs of owning an automatic rifle.
Without the modified stock and even 
the high capacity magazines, there’s 
a very low chance Paddock would’ve 
been able to inflict such a devastating 
result. If the guns were bought and used 
without these modifications, Paddock 
would’ve fired a semi-automatic rifle 
with a magazine capacity of only 10 to 
15 rounds, which is approximately 60 
rounds per minute. 
Instead, Paddock’s rate of fire totaled 
around 400 to 800 rounds per minute. 
The difference in magnitude is clear, 
and widespread bipartisan support 
of regulating bump stocks as well as 
the magazines are 
sweeping the country. 
For what seems 
like the first time 
in the gun-control 
debate, the NRA and 
some Republicans 
are agreeing with 
Democrats that these 
modifications need 
strict regulation. 
 But because all 
o f  t h e  g u n s  a n d 
modifications were bought legally, even 
gun-control advocates like Senator 
Dianne Feinstein are perplexed at how it 
could have been stopped. 
“I don’t know of a law that would have 
stopped the shooting,” Feinstein said on 
NBC’s show “Meet the Press with Chuck 
Todd.” 
White House Majority Whip Steve 
Scalise was also featured on the show, 
stating that he he didn’t believe this was 
an issue of “too many guns.”
“It’s that there are people that will go 
out and break the law, whether it’s a gun 
or some other weapon or a bomb,” Scalise 
said. “There’s no excuse for breaking the 
law.”
There are millions of lawful gun owners 
who may even have bump stocks, but 
that doesn’t mean they’ll carry out these 
horrid acts. Regulations that restrict 
access to these kinds of modifications 
may be necessary, but incidents like San 
Bernadino and even Las Vegas show that 
even with tougher restrictions on guns, 
there’s no guarantee mass shootings will 
cease. 
If a person has a strong enough motive, 
there’s no law that can prevent them from 
carrying out such a heinous act by going 
around it.
Kevin Romm is a senior media arts 
and design major. Contact Kevin at 
rommke@dukes.jmu.edu.
KEVIN ROMM |  freedom of thought
“As easy as it may be 
to blame gun laws for 
this crime, they aren’t 
what caused this.”
Kevin Romm
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On Oct. 6, under 
the leadership of 
President Donald 
Trump, the U.S. 
Department of 
Health and Human 
Services issued a 
new ruling that’ll 
make it harder for 
women to access 
contraceptives. 
T h e  n e w 
p o l i c y  a l l o w s 
employers to opt 
out of the Obama 
administration mandate. Obama’s policy 
required employers to provide employees with 
birth-control coverage in its health insurance 
plans even if it conflicted with their religious or 
moral beliefs. 
Before Trump’s new ruling, this sort of power 
was limited to churches, but now, it’s being put 
in the hands of businesses and organizations 
that may also hold moral objections. Although 
the new ruling is an attempt from Trump to 
fulfill his promise of protecting religious rights, 
his administration fails to realize that this new 
law could potentially violate the civil liberty 
protections of not only women, but those who 
are a part of the LGBTQ community as well.
CNN states  that  HHS 
officials insist that out of 165 
million women in America 
— many of whom haven’t yet 
reached childbearing years — 
nearly 99.9 percent of women 
won’t be affected. 
By the agency’s calculations, 
at most 120,000 would be 
affected, mainly those who 
work at the 200 entities that 
have been involved in roughly 
50 lawsuits over birth-control 
coverage regarding religious 
freedom. On the contrary, this 
new ruling provides room for 
other organizations — on top of the 200 entities 
previously mentioned — to exercise control 
over the regulation of birth control if it doesn’t 
correlate with their religious and moral beliefs. 
Tim Jost, an emeritus professor at the 
Washington and Lee University of Law, claims 
there are hundreds of Catholic hospitals, nursing 
homes and nonprofits that may also want to stop 
providing contraceptives.
A plethora of critics have 
risen in response to the new 
ruling, including groups 
such as the American 
Civil Liberties Union, the 
National Women’s Law 
Center, Democratic Leader 
Nancy Pelosi, the Center 
for Reproductive Rights 
and the office of California 
Attorney General Xavier 
Becerra.
“ T h e  T r u m p 
Administration’s 
despicable  new r ule 
reaches into the lives of 
hundreds of thousands of women, overrules 
their right to basic preventive care and forces 
them to pay a huge new cost,” Pelosi said in an 
official statement after the ruling was put into 
its course. “This administration’s contempt for 
women reaches a new low with this appalling 
decision to enable employers and health plans 
to deny women basic coverage for contraception.”
The American Civil Liberties Union has even 
filed a lawsuit against the Trump administration’s 
new ruling, labeling it as discriminatory.
To make matters worse, according to the 
National Women’s Law Center, more than 55 
million U.S. women have birth-control coverage 
that’s fully covered by their health insurance. The 
center further states that the mandate saved 
women an estimated $1.4 billion on birth control 
pills in 2013.
“The Trump administration just took direct 
aim at birth control coverage for 62 million 
women,” Cecile Richards, president of Planned 
Parenthood, said. “This is an unacceptable attack 
on basic health care that the vast majority of 
women rely on. 
With this rule in place, any employer could 
decide that their employees no longer have 
health insurance coverage for birth control.
see BIRTH CONTROL, page 14
JAZMINE OTEY |   call for change
Battle for birth control
New health care mandate from the Trump administration target women’s rights
 “The Trump 
administration just 
took direct aim at birth 
control coverage for 
62 million women.”
Cecile Richards, 
president of Planned 
Parenthood
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An intimate, farm-to-table 
restaurant in Harrisonburg, VA 
serving elevated American cuisine 
in a casual dining environment.
Private Dining Room available 
for your Special Occasion
 217 South Liberty Street
At The Ice House
Downtown Harrisonburg,  VArocktownkitchen.com 
Saturday & Sunday Brunch
from page 12
The new mandate could even cause a rise 
in pregnancies. With prices varying from 
$160-$600 a year, including the possible $35-
$250 doctor-visitation fee, many women rely 
on health-insurance coverage to practice safe 
sex without the risk of pregnancy. 
By allowing businesses and organizations 
the power to take away health-insurance 
funding for birth control, it could ultimately 
make it harder for women to access needed 
contraceptives, thus resulting in higher 
pregnancies.
“ HHS leaders  under  the  cur rent 
administration are focused on turning back 
the clock on women’s health,” Dr. Haywood L. 
Brown, president of the American Congress 
of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, said in a 
statement. “Reducing access to contraceptive 
coverage threatens to reverse the tremendous 
progress our nation has made in recent years 
in lowering the unintended pregnancy rate.”
Regardless of Trump’s attempt to ensure 
religious liberties, the power that’s now being 
given to organizations and business is a direct 
violation of women’s rights. Women depend 
on contraceptives for a myriad of other 
reasons aside from preventing pregnancy. 
In fact, they depend on it for health 
concerns that include the regulation of 
irregular or absent menstrual cycles, 
menstrual cramps, acne, premenstrual 
syndrome, endometriosis, primary ovarian 
insufficiency and polycystic ovary syndrome. 
It’s absurd to allow one’s religious beliefs to 
hold so much weight on whether one can 
receive something as crucial as birth control. 
In America, religious beliefs should 
always be respected and valued by those in 
disagreement. However, moral values and 
beliefs shouldn’t be a potential barrier for 
someone who may need birth control to 
prevent pregnancy or even for something as 
critical as a health concern.
Some supporters may try to argue that 
this new mandate will prevent women from 
behaving promiscuously. Nevertheless, 
women are entitled to behave in whatever 
way they choose, given that they’re 
responsible for the consequences. 
Furthermore, although the weight falls 
more on the shoulder of women, it affects 
men as well, given they’ll have to be much 
more responsible and wary of an unexpected 
pregnancy due to the fact that condoms aren’t 
as effective, especially if used incorrectly.
Access to birth control has changed the 
lives of many by allowing them to properly 
regulate pregnancies as well as other health 
risks. Through this mandate, Trump is 
violating women’s rights and those who could 
be potential targets of religious organizations, 
such as members of the LGBTQ community. 
Regardless of whether he was trying to 
protect religious liberties, the mandate is 
unjust, and funding shouldn’t be taken away 
from women due to someone else’s religious 
beliefs that have absolutely nothing to do 
with them. 
With this new legislation passing, it’s time 
for women to speak up and speak out louder 
than ever before.
Jazmine Otey is a sophomore writing, 
rhetoric and technical communication 
major. Contact Jazmine at oteyjl@dukes.
jmu.edu.
BIRTH CONTROL | New mandate
An “I’m-so-proud-of-you” pat 
to Becca for taking great care of this 
section and making “Quad Talks” more 
interesting than ever. 
From a former opinion editor who’s 
extremely happy with what you’re doing.
A “chill-out” dart to JMU for making 
housekeepers wear pants in this heat. 
From an employee who’s hated seeing 
her hardworking housekeepers roasting 
this week.
A “we’re-not-worthy” pat to Facilities 
Management for their efforts on the 
Quad before and after ESPN’s “College 
GameDay.” 
From a prideful alumnus who’s glad 
that current and future students will 
have great memories of the beautiful 
campus that’s JMU.
A big “GameDay-thanks” pat to JMU 
student Dana who wouldn’t even let me 
buy her a Starbucks coffee in exchange 
for one of her Home Depot hard hats; 
you made the day of the father of a 
JMU alumnus here on ESPN’s “College 
GameDay.”
Thank you Dana — JMU students are 
the best.
A “thank-you” pat to JMU 
facilities management, grounds and 
housekeeping for making the Quad 
shine for GameDay! 
From all of us who appreciate your 
cleaning.
An “always-remember” pat to the 
great homecoming bonfire stampede of 
’05 for purple-out shirts. Dart to current 
students who dared to cut theirs. 
From an alumna who still reps her 
own shirt at games and wants to remind 
you that trends will change but the 
purple out is forever.
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There’s no doubt that 
a liberal-arts education 
provides students with a 
well-rounded and expansive 
learning experience. 
However, the problems 
arise when the general-
education system begins 
to hinder instead of benefit 
its students. I remember 
finishing the first semester 
of my freshman year and 
thanking my lucky stars that I was finally done with math 
forever. I’ve never been a numbers person and my lack 
of understanding when it came to statistics and solving 
equations brought on more stress than anything else. 
During my time in jail — I mean Math 205 — you could 
often find me sitting in a dark corner of Carrier Library 
contemplating whether or not to drop out. I could go 
my entire life never hearing the words “null hypothesis” 
again and be completely satisfied. 
I fully support encouraging students of all ages to try 
out different major programs in an effort to open their 
eyes to all that the education system has to offer. I even 
had a good friend who took an art history class the first 
semester of her junior year and decided to leave the 
world of accounting behind for her new found passion 
for art. However, for students like myself, who had a 
pretty good idea about which major fit me best, GenEds 
felt more like that annoying family member who you’re 
obligated to see but don’t really like. 
I have a pretty good idea of what the creators of 
the GenEd clusters were thinking when they laid its 
foundations. The concept isn’t the problem — the issue 
lies in the apparent disconnect between professors and 
students. I’ve had a plethora of conversations with friends 
who are frustrated with the impossible expectations that 
some professors place on their students who have no 
interest or background in the subject at hand. GenEds 
should be an interesting and doable intro into what 
the major is all about, not a class that makes even a C 
feel unattainable. There should be no reason that I’m 
earning an A in my 400-level English classes, but can 
barely scrape by with a C in an intro-level science course. 
In an article about the failures of the general 
education system by Benjamin M. Woo, he states that 
“the importance of broad education is rooted in class 
traditions that once demanded students to develop a 
breadth of diverse knowledge.
Today, the learning process is much more 
compartmentalized. Literature and music can be 
irrelevant in the life of a engineer. It’s a trope that 
humanities majors pride themselves on their inability 
to perform basic science and math.” 
GenEds and their undue difficulty is a truth that’s 
evident here on JMU’s campus. The problem isn’t the 
subject matter — it’s the lack of understanding from 
professors that not all the students are there because 
they want to be. They’re in class to fulfill the requirement 
and move on.
I’m not asking professors to lessen their academic 
expectations of students, or to make their classes 
“easier.” I do believe, however, that professors should 
make it their responsibility to look at the demographics 
of their GenEd classrooms and teach the classes with 
understanding and open communication to make the 
general-education experience one to look back fondly 
on after graduation. 
Hannah Robinson is a senior communication 
studies major. Contact Hannah at robinshl@dukes.
jmu.edu.
HANNAH ROBINSON |  contributing columnist
It’s not you, it’s GenEds
Professors need to adjust expectations for students outside of their major



















On any given day, one might 
spot a guy adorned in a vibrant 
pink and blue lava lamp-like T-shirt 
with a matching bucket hat riding 
his bike.The next day, he may be 
wearing a kaleidoscope pattern of 
blended yellows, pinks and blues; 
exploding purple, green and blue 
fireworks; or maybe red, blue and 
black galactic swirls.
D a n  L a m b e r t ,  a  s e n i o r 
communication studies major, has 
become the notable “Tie-Dye Dan.” 
What used to be a hobby with a fan 
base of just friends has now made 
him a profit with international 
buyers. He realized that he wanted 
a job that he actually enjoyed 
doing, rather than working at 
Chipotle with hours that he didn’t 
like. Not being a business major 
wasn’t a concern for him to start a 
business. 
“Plenty of people aren’t business 
majors and are blowing business 
majors out of the water,” Lambert 
said. “It’s mostly, I think, how you 
interface with people and how 
you get them to remember you. 
And I just [want to] be the smiling 
face associated with positivity 
and sunshine and love and happy 
music and stuff.”
Lambert first started tie-dyeing in 
high school for 
fun, but started 
to regularly 






I t  s t a r t e d 
growing 
more when 
h e  b o u g h t 
an industrial 
heat press and 
branded his 
i t e m s  w i t h 
the slogan “Dye Happy,” featuring 
a person sitting and meditating 
inside of a yin yang.
The logo was inspired by the the 
positive, simple slogan of the “Life 
is Good” company, which was 
started by two brothers selling their 
self-made shirts out of a van along 
the streets to college students.
“So, I mean, you have to model 
yourself after those who did it best 
and who did it in situations like 
you,” Lambert said. “I may not be 
homeless living in a van, but I am 
a broke college kid, so there’s some 
correlation there for sure.”
Lambert originally used the tie-
dye kits from Target and Walmart, 
but has since learned a new 
technique called ice dyeing. With 
his “mind for 




w h a t  t h e 
outcome will 
be. He twists 
and folds the 
m a t e r i a l  i n 
t h e  d e s i re d 
pattern, places 
t h e m  i n  a 
tray,  covers 
the top with 
ice and then 
pours the dye 
powder over the ice. The ice melts 
throughout the day and thoroughly 
soaks the dye into and across the 
material, leaving a result that’s 
vibrant and long lasting. 
“Everything he does is unique,” 
Kyle Burroughs, a sophomore 
accounting major and friend of 
Lambert, said. “There’s maybe 
some, like, tie-dye manufacturers 
that would make like the same shirt 
over and over and try to get like 
kind of the same tie-dye form, but 
like each one of Dan’s is just like a 
unique, individualistic piece.”
Lambert guarantees five years 
without fading by soaking the 
products in a sodium bicarbonate 
mixture before he dyes them. This 
extravagant process opens up the 
fabric and allows the dye to be fully 
submerged into the material, rather 
than easily washing away from the 
top layer. He has a shirt that he 
made when he was a sophomore in 
high school and claims that it looks 
like it was made yesterday. 
Campus icon known for bright 
colors and uplifting spirit
“Tie-Dye Dan” transformed a hobby into a business and continues to grow his brand. 
PHOTOS BY MAEVE REISS / THE BREEZE





737 East Market Street
540-810-0623 
HOUSE OF CLUES 
HARRISONBURG
ESCAPE?
Lambert sells his tie-dye merchandise at the Harrisonburg Farmers Market every Saturday. 
Since launching his tie-dye business, 
Lambert has gone from making four T-shirts 
a month to around 100. He’s added a variety of 
products, ranging from sheets and tapestries 
to backpacks and underwear. He can be 
found at the Harrisonburg Farmers Market 
on Saturdays, where he sells his products at 
a cheaper price than on his website.
“It’s been really cool to see it develop,” 
Hannah Shaffer, a junior hospitality 
management major, said.  “Like, him just 
selling stuff on Snapchat or on Facebook and 
then seeing it develop into a company and, 
like, where he is now is just super cool to see 
from another student.”
Lambert continues to expand his base 
of customers and Instagram followers by 
promoting his business across campus. 
He gives free shirts to the first person who 
catches him on campus on a day that he’s 
not wearing tie-dye, and the first person to 
find him on campus on Tuesdays — which 
he’s coined “Tie-Dye Tuesday” — and take 
a picture with him while that person is also 
wearing tie-dye.
“I just really love people recognizing me as 
Tie-Dye Dan, and my friends shouting ‘Tie-
Dye Tuesday’ at me as they ride past me or I 
ride past them,” Lambert said. 
While he appreciates the fame, he strongly 
believes that there are people who are more 
talented at tie-dyeing than he is. However, 
he’s not so much concerned about that, and 
is optimistic about his brand and where the 
future will take him. 
“I’m trying to make Tie-Dye Dan an 
image, like the face of tie-dye,” Lambert said. 
“I like to think that I’m becoming the best 
at branding myself and like becoming the 
tie-dye persona. Like, when people think 
tie-dye, they think Dan. And, I mean, Tie-Dye 
Dan’s Tie-Dye Stand just sounds so good.”
CONTACT Ingrid Basheda  at bashedig@
dukes.jmu.edu. For more on the culture, 
arts and lifestyle of the JMU and 
Harrisonburg communities, follow the 
culture desk on Twitter @Breeze_Culture.
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Corn Maze, Pig Races, Pumpkin Patch, Hayrides and more!




 Flashlight mazes go until 10 every saturday in october
only 15 minutes from campus 
Fall Fun at Back Home on the Farm!
Open weekdays 3-7p.m. Sundays 12-6 P.m.Saturdays 10-6 p.m.
By ABBY CHURCH
The Breeze
Two years ago, Riley Whisler sat on the floor of a 
friend’s Wampler Hall dorm room, strumming a guitar 
that wasn’t his while humming. The avid musician 
had left his guitar and the rest of his instruments at 
home before his move to JMU, afraid of being “that 
guy” who plays his guitar on the Quad. Even though 
Whisler left his guitar behind, his itch to play followed 
him to JMU. 
When he found out his friend Anna Aldridge, 
a junior religion and Spanish double major, had 
one, Whisler hopped on the opportunity to play it. 
However, Aldridge had one condition.
“[Aldridge] was like, ‘How come you don’t sing?’” 
Whisler said. “And I was like, ‘I don’t know, I just don’t 
like singing in front of people, I don’t think I have 
a very good voice.’ Then she was like, ‘Well, I’m not 
going to let you play my guitar unless you sing for 
me.’”
Before this moment, an anxious Whisler had never 
sung in front of people. While he loved to play guitar, 
he never believed his voice was astounding and only 
sang when he was alone. Reluctantly, he agreed, and 
when he sang, Aldridge was astonished by his talent, 
telling him he should start writing and sharing 
music. This push from his friend was exactly what 
he needed.
If someone had told Whisler that in two 
years’ time he’d have close to 16,000 monthly 
listeners on Spotify and over 600,000 listens 
on one of his songs, he never would’ve 
believed it. Yet, today 
h e ’s  a m a s s e d 
musical success 
bigger than he 
ever imagined.
W h i s l e r,  a 
junior marketing major, first took 
up music when his parents wanted 
him to find an outlet and signed 
him and his sister up for piano 
lessons. However, the lessons didn’t 
last long. Whisler didn’t enjoy them 
or practice, and he quickly stopped. 
While he was living in Richmond, 
Virginia, a family friend gifted the 
family with an old, beat-up guitar. 
During a time when Jason Mraz was 
popular and Whisler was a huge fan 
of the album “We Sing. We Dance. 
We Steal Things.,” he was eager to 
learn to play.
“What fifth-grade, sixth-grade 
guy doesn’t want to learn how to 
play guitar if they’re given one?” 
Whisler said.
Whisler signed up for guitar 
lessons, but soon realized they 
weren’t for him, dropping them 
and switching to teaching himself 
how to play through various online 
resources. He began learning songs 
and quickly fell in love with the 
instrument.
Claiming his spot
JMU student releases music on Spotify and reaches No. 21 on ‘Discover Weekly’ playlist
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Sign today and take
advantage of low rates.
Fast forward to his freshman 
year sitting in Aldridge’s 
room playing her guitar and 
her daunting requirement, 
Whisler received a confidence 
boost when she brought a 
group of her friends into her 
dorm to hear Whisler sing. The 
experience for him “wasn’t 
too uncomfortable” and he 
received praise and feedback 
from the group, something 
Whisler hadn’t gotten before. 
“I think that’s really all he 
needed,” Aldridge said.  “He 
just needed someone to tell 
him, like, ‘Hey, you’re good. 
You shouldn’t be afraid of 
singing in front of people.’”  
Whisler continued to gain 
confidence and develop his 
singing voice. He started to 
write, record and produce 
songs with an interface he 
received one Christmas in 
high school. It wasn’t long 
until he created his first single 
“Black Sheep” and posted it 
on Spotify in January of his 
freshman year. The single was 
received well, and Whisler 
began to realize how much he 
loved the process of making 
music.
That summer, he took a 
break from music while he 
worked at a camp and returned 
t o  J M U  h i s  s o p h o m o re 
year full of inspiration. He 
started recording his EP 
“Dancing Sound” in the fall, 
encompassing a simple style 
and focusing more on the 
writing of the music. Whisler 
didn’t have any expectations 
for his EP, but when it was 
released last November, his 
friends were ecstatic. They 
held a concert for Whisler 
and two friends in a basement, 
filling it with over 100 people. 
While he appreciated the 
support, Whisler still felt as 
though his music wasn’t very 
good or legitimate because 
he’d done all the recording in 
his room. His thoughts quickly 
c h a n g e d  w h e n  W h i s l e r 
checked his Spotify one fateful 
day in Dec. 2016.
Halfway through finals 
week of his sophomore year, 
Whisler realized his song 
“Home” had over 7,000 plays. 
Whisler had previously only 
garnered 1,000 plays on his 
songs in a month’s time, and 
when he saw the astonishingly 
large number, he immediately 
questioned it.
Looking back at his account, 
he realized his song was played 
on a German Spotify playlist 
called “Akustischer Winter” 
(acoustic winter in German) 
with over 80,000 followers. 
Whisler was shocked and 
couldn’t comprehend the 
amount of people listening to 
his song.
“I just flipped out,” Whisler 
said. “I was like, there are 
people in this playlist that I 
listen to. There was Coldplay, 
there was The Milk Carton 
Kids, like all these people who 
I got inspiration from, and 
like, they were in this playlist.”
see SPOT, page 24
After gaining confidence to put his music on Spotify, Whisler discovered that his song “Home” was played over 600,000 times. He hopes to continue his career as a musician after he graduates from JMU.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF RILEY WHISLER
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Angeliki Floros     Sole Proprietor
from page 23
A f t e r  e x p e r i e n c i n g 
something he never believed 
would happen, Whisler’s music 
career took off. Down the road, 
his single “Don’t Know You Yet” 
made it into a Spotify Discover 
Weekly playlist, later being 
placed on a viral 50 playlist 
among the likes of Harry Styles. 
His song made it up to No. 21 
on the list. 
Whisler briefly had a chance 
at recording music with an old 
family friend in Nashville who 
used to be Skrillex’s agent, but 
the plans fell through. Already 
a self-made musician, Whisler 
decided he could just record 
the album himself.
“That almost like motivated 
me to be like, ‘No, I can do this. 
I’ve gotten this far by myself, 
like I can make an album by 
myself,’” Whisler said.
And Whisler did just that. For 
his newest album “Midnight 
Melodies,” which was released 
Oct. 6, he wanted to expand on 
his sound and move away from 
the folk-style love songs of his 
past music, melding blues, jazz 
and rock music together.
Justin Schwarz, a junior 
f i n a n c e  a n d  c o m p u t e r 
information systems double 
major — as well as Whisler’s 
roommate of three years — has 
witnessed Whisler’s skyrocket 
to success. The two met when 
Whisler was living in Richmond 
and have been friends since 
they were in elementary 
school. He’s enjoyed seeing 
the evolution of his friend’s 
music career, from gaining 
confidence to developing his 
sound.
“It ’s awesome to kind 
of see the progression,” 
Schwarz said. “Even from just 
freshman year to junior year 
especially because ... he didn’t 
experiment with singing until 
I’d say more so the latter half 
of the first semester we were 
here freshman year. Everything 
else was just like more of a 
supporting role. It was cool as 
he kind of figured out his style, 
what he was good at.”
Citing Whisler’s flexibility as 
an artist, Schwarz is impressed 
with his ability to come up 
with original content “out of 
nowhere” and address more 
than one style at the same time.
Britney Tingstrom, a senior 
hospitality management major 
and another one of Whisler’s 
friends whom he happens to 
sing with, is a fan of his new 
album and is deeply fascinated 
with his ability to produce 
music.
“I think he’s definitely found 
a good balance of making more 
meaningful songs that relate 
to him and then also having a 
variety of slower songs, more 
upbeat songs, kind of some 
different genres,” Tingstrom 
said. “And I think just, like, 
by how much he’s done now, 
producing, like he knows 
how to really make it 
professional and fix it up so 
that it’s good quality. I’m really 
excited for him … he’s been 
working really hard.”
Whisler believes the reason 
his music has done so well 
is the fact that it’s authentic 
to him. While he’s acquired 
success, he appreciates being 
able to step back and ask why 
he started in the first place 
and enjoy the process. Still a 
tad self-conscious in his music 
making, Whisler reminds 
himself not to compare himself 
to others.
“For the longest time, I felt 
like ... I didn’t deserve any of 
it because it was like, ‘I’m just 
not as good as other people,’” 
Whisler said. “But like, the 
thing about music is like, it’s 
so subjective that if people 
like it, they like it, you know? If 
you compare yourself to other 
people all the time, you’re just 
not [going to] make anything 
great. So now, I don’t feel 
like I necessarily completely 
deserve it, like ‘Oh I deserve 
to have all these plays,’ but 
I feel more motivated. I feel 
more legitimate than I did 
when I was just first making it.”
CONTACT Abby Church at 
churchae@dukes.jmu.edu. 
For more on the culture, arts 
and lifestyle of the JMU and 
Harrisonburg communities, 
follow the culture desk on 
Twitter @Breeze_Culture.
SPOT | Student guitar player finds confidence in voice after coming to JMU
COURTESY OF RILEY WHISLER
Whisler’s style revolves around the blues, jazz and folk music. He’s constantly writing or recording.
By KATE FORMELLER 
The Breeze
College — a place where doors 
are literally being held open for you, 
providing endless opportunities. 
Graduation — a time you may not 
know which door to go through. But 
when you find someone who’ll go 
through that door with you hand-in-
hand, the choice is simple.  
Kenna Dickard first met her 
boyfriend Marcos Contreras at JMU 
Summer Springboard. Little did they 
know they would join the civil society 
program, AmeriCorps, together four 
years later. 
“We basically spent the entire day 
together touring JMU and I consider 
her my first JMU friend, the first 
person I really met there,” Marcos 
Contreras, AmeriCorps member and 
JMU, said.
Dickard wasn’t nearly as interested. 
Needless to say, she didn’t text him 
back after Summer Springboard and 
it wasn’t until sophomore year that 
she would run into him again in the 
swing dance club. But junior year is 
when their relationship went into full 
swing. 
Junior year “we were volunteering 
at Our Community Place and we 
didn’t realize that both of us were 
really engaged with Our Community 
Place,” Dickard said. “We both 
volunteered there a lot and spent a 
lot of time there but never ran into 
each other.”
A few days later, they saw each 
other at a concert and ended the 
night swing dancing together. Their 
adventure together, both exciting and 
scary, was just getting started.
“As senior year rolled around, I 
didn’t really see myself living life 
without Kenna, so we started looking 
into AmeriCorps positions kind of in 
the same city and in the same state,” 
Contreras said.
AmeriCorps is a program open to 
anybody willing to commit to a year 
of indirect or direct service. During 
that year, one is provided with a 
stipend set at the poverty level for 
whatever city they’re in. So, one must 
rely on governmental assistance like 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program and Medicaid — and it isn’t 
always easy.
“AmeriCorps is basically domestic 
Peace Corps,” Contreras said. “So, my 
position specifically through VISTA, 
has been around for about forty or 
fifty years and is dedicated to ending 
poverty in America.”
They were both accepted into 
their top placements in AmeriCorps. 
They’re currently living in Denver 
together and work at nonprofits half 
a mile from one another in a big city 
with a small budget. 
“It’s exhausting because it’s a full-
time job and then you don’t have the 
money to relax in the easiest way or 
go out to eat,” Dickard said. “But you 
just don’t have the money so that’s 
just not an option. So, instead you 
have to go home and cook rice and 
beans or whatever it is.”
However, the couple found a way 
to make it memorable. 
“We were all out of our food stamps 
so we had to work with what we had 
and we made this really cool Asian 
dish and it was really good,” Dickard 
said. “So instead we got to cook 
together for an hour.”
They bring out the best in not only 
situations, but also each other. 
“We are constantly challenging and 
pushing each other to be our best self 
and I feel like that’s a big theme in our 
relationship,” Dickard said.
D e n v e r  h a s  b e c o m e  a n 
unexpectedly familiar home for 
them, transforming acquaintances 
into lasting friendships. 
“There are a lot of JMU people 
that we were acquaintances with in 
college who have turned into such 
great friends,” Dickard said. “Now that 
we are all here, we have formed this 
great little JMU family.”
The couple’s interaction with 
their community doesn’t stop there. 
Dickard and Contreras aim to serve 
their community every day through 
both direct and indirect service.  
“I think the most important thing 
for both of us is to take what we 
learn and give it right back to the 
community,” Dickard said. 
Their passion for service inspires 
those around them, especially their 
friends.
“Marcos and Kenna are two of 
the most compassionate and loving 
people I have ever met,” Frank 
Marazzo, their friend and a JMU 
alumnus (’17), said. “They have always 
encouraged me to do what I know is 
best for me and not get bogged down 
by the fear of failure or what others 
might think of me. If it wasn’t for 
them, I probably wouldn’t have done 
half of the things I did while at JMU.”
Contreras agrees and admires 
D i c k a rd’s  a b i l i t y  t o  c o m m i t 
wholeheartedly, seeing that she’s 
always poured herself into her 
passions, even at JMU. He, on the 
other hand, was involved with a 
handful of clubs, jumping from one 
opportunity to the next. 
“It’s a healthier way to go about life 
to be holistic instead of well-rounded 
and I think Kenna is the perfect model 
of that sort of attitude,” Contreras said. 
The couple continues to learn and 
grow from one another every day and 
has some relationship advice to share 
with their fellow Dukes.
“You don’t want to be with 
someone who is going to keep you 
stagnant,” Dickard said. “You are 
going to want to be with someone 
who will grow with you.”
CONTACT Kate Formeller at 
forme2ka@dukes.jmu.edu. For more 
on the culture, arts and lifestyle of 
JMU and Harrisonburg communities, 
follow the culture desk on Twitter 
@Breeze_Culture.
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The Best halloween 
store in town
Over 2,000 costumes
Everything you need for 
Halloween and much more!
Price store
227 N. Main St.
Downtown Harrisonburg, VA 22802
540-434-8272
GLENs Fair
Mon-Fri: 11a-6p | Sat: 11a-5p
To rent or buy
glensfairprice.net
FREE Cajun Filet Biscuit
with any purchase
Supreme or Homestyle Tenders
Snack
(includes Fresh Made-From-Scratch Biscuit and choice of dipping sauce)
$2.99ONLY
Offer valid through 10/15/2017 at
Harrisonburg, Charlottesville, and Winchester 
Virginia locations only.  LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER, 
PER VISIT.  Not valid with any other offers.  No 
substitutions.
Offer valid through 10/15/2017 at
Harrisonburg, Charlottesville, and Winchester 
Virginia locations only.  LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER, 
PER VISIT.  Not valid with any other offers.  No 
substitutions.
From ‘kissing rock’ 
to Red Rocks
Love rooted in service 
stems from JMU
COURTESY OF KENNA DICKARD
Sports




For five years, North Dakota 
State ran the FCS. The team won 
the national title every year, and 
no one could come close to them. 
From 2011 to 2015, NDSU outscored 
opponents 639 to 234 in the playoffs. 
With all of the success that the team 
achieved in the postseason, no one 
really questioned which division in 
the FCS was the toughest to play in. 
It was automatically the Missouri 
Valley Football Conference because 
of NDSU’s presence. 
However, when JMU made the trip 
to Fargo last December and bucked 
off the Bison in the FargoDome, it 
showed a changing of hands in which 
conference was the best. There’s no 
denying that the MVFC is still one of 
the best conferences in the FCS — it’s 
just not the best anymore.
The Dukes winning the FCS 
National Championship last season 
highlighted that the CAA was just as 
good as the MVFC, if not better. While 
it’s hard to look past the five straight 
titles that NDSU won, when you do 
you see that teams in the CAA had 
more success in the postseason than 
their counterparts in the MVFC.
In the past decade, the MVFC only 
has one more appearance in the 
national championship game than 
the CAA. The MVFC has had seven 
teams make an appearance, while 
the CAA has had six. However, five of 
the seven MVFC appearances have 
been NDSU, while on the CAA side 
five different teams make up the six 
appearances.
It’s not just the postseason that 
helps show the CAA’s dominance. 
Throughout this season, the CAA has 
had a better season than the MVFC. 
Seven of the 12 teams in the CAA 
have been ranked in the top 25 of the 
Coaches Poll, and the other five teams 
have received votes to be in the top 
25 at least once this season. When 
looking at the teams in the MVFC, 
six out of 10 have been ranked at least 
once, but out of the remaining four, 
three haven’t received any votes to be 
ranked at all this season.
While there’s no denying that the 
MVFC has talented football teams, 
it’s hard to say that it’s the best 
conference anymore. It does have 
the most championships in the past 
decade, but the tables are turning. The 
CAA are becoming more of a constant 
in the top 25 than teams in the MVFC.
When the Dukes beat the Bison 
last year, it wasn’t a fluke. There 
weren’t any questionable calls that 
swung the game in the favor of JMU. 
It was a good game that showed that 
NDSU wasn’t the top dog anymore. 
That game didn’t just end the run 
of the Bison, it ended the era of the 
MVFC’s reign atop the FCS. 
CONTACT Catie Harper at 
harpercom@dukes.jmu.edu. For 
more football coverage, follow 
the sports desk on Twitter at 
@TheBreezeSports. 
The CAA tops the FCS as the model conference
JAMES ALLEN / THE BREEZE




Which conference is the best in the FCS?
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By JOSEPH RAY
The Breeze
Considering the recent success 
of JMU, the CAA has catapulted to 
the forefront of the college football 
discussion — but the Missouri Valley 
Football Conference remains the best 
in the FCS.
Before JMU toppled MVFC 
opponent North Dakota State in 
the FargoDome in the semifinals 
of the 2016 FCS playoffs, the Bison 
had won five consecutive national 
championships. The Dukes’ upset, 
and eventual national-championship 
victor y,  may have signaled a 
disturbance in the dynasty, but not an 
outright change.
The MVFC conference has won 11 
national championships compared 
to the CAA’s six victories, and one 
year and one team won’t change 
that. Despite JMU entering 2017 as 
the No. 1 nationally ranked team, the 
MVFC appears geared to reclaim the 
hardware.
Per its usual standards, North 
Dakota State has blown out every team, 
except for MVFC counterpart and 2016 
national championship runner-up 
Youngstown State, which the Bison 
defeated in overtime. A major key to 
its success, NDSU has the nation’s best 
total defense, having allowed only 188 
yards per game on average, which is 
33 yards fewer than second-place JMU.
Complementing their stubborn 
defense, the Bison have outscored 
opponents 285-55 this season en route 
to a perfect 6-0 (3-0 MVFC) record. 
They’ve also racked up 490 yards on 
offense per game, earning a No. 5 spot 
in total offense in the country. But 
another MVFC team has claimed the 
No. 1 spot: the South Dakota Coyotes.
The only other unblemished team 
in the conference, South Dakota has 
defeated two ranked opponents and 
even an FBS team in Bowling Green. 
The Coyotes’ offense has averaged 
565 yards per game for an average 
of 47 points per game. North Dakota 
State is the only team in the country 
that averages more points per game. 
Additionally, South Dakota sits at No. 
4 in the national rankings.
In addition to the prominence of 
North Dakota State and South Dakota, 
the MVFC includes four other ranked 
teams, per the STATS FCS rankings: 
Youngstown State at No. 9, Western 
Illinois at No. 10, South Dakota State at 
No. 13 and Illinois State at No. 24. This 
means the MVFC has more ranked 
teams than unranked teams. Also, 
with Northern Iowa receiving votes, 
the conference could soon have seven 
of its 10 teams nationally ranked. 
While JMU’s CAA-record 18-game 
winning streak may be the talk of 
the town, North Dakota State holds 
the FCS record with 33 games from 
2012-14. Also, while it may be rare for 
ESPN’s “College GameDay” to visit an 
FCS school at all — let alone twice — 
North Dakota State had already hosted 
the show in 2013 and 2014, before JMU 
hosted it for the first time.
Simply, while the CAA has 
received some major recognition 
lately, the conference still needs to 
prove itself against the consistency 
and championship pedigree of the 
MVFC.
CONTACT Joseph Ray at ray3ja@
dukes.jmu.edu. For more sports 
coverage, follow the sports desk 




COURTESY OF TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
Missouri Valley Football Conference unparalleled in FCS
At a Philadelphia Eagles game earlier this fall, a North Dakota State fan was spotted among fans in the crowd. Eagles quarterback Carson Wentz played for NDSU from 2011-15, winning five FCS National Championships.  
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Bryan Schor is one passing touchdown from the JMU record of 51, held by Vad Lee and Justin Rascati.
JMU aims to match best 
start in program history




Learn more and schedule your 
appointment at biolifeplasma.com
$300











Must present this coupon prior 
to the initial donation. Initial 
donation must be completed 
by 10.31.17 and subsequent 
donations within 30 days. 
Coupon redeemable only 
upon completing successful 
donations. May not be 
combined with any other offer. 
Only at participating locations.
67010- 3005
NEW DONORS ONLY!
269 Lucy Dr. 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801 
540.801.0672
GO DUKES!  
PIZZA • PASTA • SUBS 
LUNCH SPECIALS 
$4.25
Prices exclude tax | Not available on Sundays
$7.99
$5.80
2 Slices + 1 topping
Steak & Cheese Combo 
w/ Fries and a Drink
Garden Salad & 1 Slice
Cheese Pizza w/ Drink
CALL AHEAD FOR QUICK PICK UP
540-564-0105
225 Burgess Road





Following a gritty 30-8 win over the 
11th-ranked Villanova Wildcats this 
past Saturday, the Dukes sit at a perfect 
6-0 (3-0 CAA) on the season and have 
secured the longest winning streak in 
conference history with 18 straight. 
JMU held the Wildcats to just 30 passing 
yards, and the Dukes’ defense forced 
six sacks and two interceptions. Its 
offense chipped in 316 total yards and 
two touchdowns through the air. After 
a statement win for the Dukes following 
ESPN “College GameDay’s” second visit 
to campus in the last three years, JMU 
will now turn its attention to the Tribe 
of William & Mary as it’s set to travel to 
Williamsburg, Virginia, for a 3:30 p.m. 
kickoff on Saturday.
1.  Reestablish the running game
After mustering just 45 rushing yards 
against the Villanova defense and only 
1.5 yards per carry, JMU’s running-back 
committee is looking to turn things 
around this coming weekend.
“The defense bailed us out that game,” 
junior running back Marcus Marshall 
said. “The offense struggled a little bit, 
but we just have to keep our confidence 
up.”
Marshall, who’s averaging 58.8 rushing 
yards a game and has three touchdowns 
this season, is coming off disappointing 
outings in back-to-back weeks in the 
wake of his 135-yard explosion against 
the Maine Black Bears on Sept. 23. While 
junior running back Trai Sharp has 
begun to take the majority of handoffs 
in the past two weeks, this running-back 
crew is still considered to be a committee.
“We have equal confidence in Marcus, 
Trai and Taylor [Woods],” head coach 
Mike Houston said. “We’ll see all three 
of them play different roles in the game 
this coming Saturday.”
While the Dukes will continue to 
feed the hot hand at the running-back 
position on a week-to-week basis, they’ll 
be faced with the tough task of a strong 
Tribe front seven. Through six games, the 
W&M defense has held its opponents to 
just 112 rushing yards per game and 3.1 
yards per attempt.
With the Dukes looking to regain the 
multidimensional ability of their offense, 
expect them to run the ball early and 
often in Williamsburg.
2. Attack the secondary
While the Dukes will look to start 
their offense on the ground, it’ll be their 
aerial attack that’ll seal JMU’s victory 
this Saturday. After senior quarterback 
Bryan Schor threw for 271 yards and two 
touchdowns against Villanova last week, 
the JMU offense will look to replicate its 
success against a Tribe defense that’s 
allowed 11.4 yards per catch and roughly 
180 passing yards per game.
While one area of concern for the 
JMU passing game has been limiting 
interceptions, the Dukes should feel 
eased to face a secondary that lacks 
in forcing turnovers. While Schor has 
six interceptions on the year, with one 
coming in each game this season, the 
Tribe secondary has forced just one 
interception in all six of their games this 
season.
3.  Continuity from the front seven
Having been the biggest key to success 
all season for the JMU football team, the 
Dukes are looking for more of the same 
this week from their defensive front 
seven. Following a six-sack performance 
from the Dukes this past weekend, JMU 
now has 18 sacks on the season, led by 
4.5 sacks from redshirt senior linebacker 
Kyre Hawkins and 3.5 from redshirt senior 
defensive lineman Andrew Ankrah.
“We had a good week of practice,” 
senior defensive lineman Cornell 
Urquhart said. “We’ve really been 
pushing ourselves to finish strong and 
so I think our practice paid off.”
While their pass rush has been a 
consistent key to success throughout 
the year, the same can be said about 
their run-stop defense — a unit allowing 
98.5 rushing yards per game and 2.8 
yards per carry. Their push off the line of 
scrimmage has stopped running backs 
in their tracks — forcing 43 tackles for 
loss and giving up only three rushing 
touchdowns on the year.
“If you get yourself in situations to 
win first and second down and you’re in 
third-and-seven or third-and-10, then it’s 
a whole lot easier to call a football game,” 
Houston said.
Their defense will be tested this 
upcoming weekend when they square 
off against a dynamic running attack 
in William and Mary’s backfield — 
composed of freshman running back 
Nate Evans, junior quarterback Tommy 
McKee and redshirt freshman running 
back Noah Giles — which has five 
touchdowns on the year and averages 
131 rushing yards per game.
“We just have to do our jobs,” Urquhart 
said. “We’re a one-gap defense, so if 
everybody is in their gap then they 
have nowhere to run. We just plan on 
staying in our gaps and doing what we’re 
supposed to do.”
4. Convert on third down
Over the last three tightly contested 
matchups against CAA opponents 
in Maine, Delaware and Villanova, 
JMU has struggled immensely when it 
comes to converting on third down — 
succeeding just 35 percent of attempts. 
To put that number into perspective, the 
Dukes’ highly touted defense is giving 
up 36 percent of third-down attempts to 
opponents over that same stretch.
“The biggest thing is just consistency 
on all three downs,” Houston said. “If 
we’re better on first and second downs 
we’re going to be in even better situations 
on third down.”
Whether it comes down to decision-
making or simple execution, the JMU 
offense will need to look to improve on 
third-down conversions this weekend 
when they face a Tribe defense that has 
allowed just 32 percent of third-down 
conversions.
“Obviously the best thing to do would 
be to not get in third-down situations,” 
Marshall said. “But obviously that’s not 
how it works, so just executing better 
when we do get in that situation will keep 
us all on the same page.’
CONTACT Blake Pace at paceba@
dukes.jmu.edu. For more football 
coverage, follow the sports desk on 
Twitter @TheBreezeSports.
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APPLY NOW TO STUDY ABROAD





In soccer, a player coming off 
the bench can singlehandedly take 
matters into his own hands ... or feet.
Sometimes, a team saves one of its 
most explosive players for later in the 
game in hopes that his fresh legs can 
create a goal or make a huge play. For 
JMU men’s soccer, that player has been 
sophomore midfielder Manuel Ferriol.
“Make the biggest impact that I 
can,” Ferriol said. “As coach says, we 
are a deep team. Everyone can start, 
and everyone can go out and make an 
impact.”
Ferriol has been a lethal offensive 
tool for the Dukes, scoring a team-
leading four goals. He’s managed to do 
this despite starting just three of the 
12 games he’s played in this season. 
Ferriol has been able to kick his game 
into another gear since CAA play began, 
scoring a goal against each of the last 
three conference opponents the Dukes 
have faced. These goals haven’t been of 
the garbage-time variety either, as all 
three of them have either tied the game 
or given JMU the lead.
“[Ferriol has] come off the bench and 
taken advantage of his moments,” head 
coach Tom Foley said. “He’s instantly 
made an impact in the game, in almost 
every match he’s gone into.”
Of course, Ferriol couldn’t get it done 
without the help of his teammates. 
Graduate student midfielder Yannick 
Franz assisted Ferriol in JMU’s lone goal 
against Hofstra, in a game that ended 
1-1. Franz and his teammates have 
understood how much of a difference 
maker Ferriol has been and continue 
to give him opportunities to leave his 
mark in games. 
To Franz, it’s the variety of skills he 
and his teammates posses that has 
allowed Ferriol to find success.
“We are both creative players who 
like to pass the ball and connect at 
midfield,” Franz said. “We understand 
each other pretty well on the pitch. Even 
if he doesn’t start every match he always 
has an impact.”
Foley has been impressed by Ferriol’s 
play this season as well, and appreciates 
how he’s handled himself. He believes 
Ferriol has been very professional in 
accepting the role that’s been given to 
him, which often means he doesn’t start 
games. 
His role as an off-the-bench weapon 
has allowed him to enter games at times 
when he’s needed most, and he hasn’t 
disappointed. Foley knows that when 
it’s crunch time, he can always put in 
Ferriol to make a difference.
“It speaks to the depth we have on 
the team,” Foley said. “To have a player 
on the bench that’s scored four goals, it 
provides you with such a quality ability 
to be creative as a coach.”
Ferriol’s stellar play might earn 
him some extra playing time as 
JMU goes deeper into its conference 
schedule. Even if he doesn’t start, 
however, it can be assured that it 
won’t stop him from continuing 
to change the game for the Dukes.
CONTACT Connor McCarthy at 
mccartcs@dukes.jmu.edu. For 
more soccer coverage, follow 




Sophomore midfielder provides a boost off the bench
TREVOR COCKBURN / THE BREEZE


















Need a day time tutor for son 
Dylan (16) who can work with 
him on his online classes 
at our home. Schedule and 
pay are flexible/negotiable. 
randallnutter@comcast.net 
540-820-5730
Looking for an Art Intern 
and Child Care Helper!!
Local Artist looking for a 
flexible Assistant/Intern to 
help M-Th- 1-5pm in home art 
studio located in Hburg. Duties 
include website development, 
product creation, packaging, 
laser-engraving &amp; 
customer service, childcare 
for my 2 adorable kids (5 and 
8yrs old) &amp; household 
duties (3-5pm). Will train.
jessicapeachey@gmail.com
Madison Marketplace is open for business, and all text-only 
listings are FREE! Post job listings, announcements, rentals 
and more using our online placement tool. Ads run two weeks 




Pick your own pumpkins 
Mon-Fri: 5p.m.-9 p.m. Sat-
Sun: 9 a.m.-5p.m. Only $6 
each. Please call or text 
Susan at 540-810-1145 
located in Rockingham 
County off of Route 761 on 




Find Answers Online @
breezejmu.org/site/crossword_answers/
SERVICE
Customized tees for 
JMU groups at Lowest 
Prices!
Put your custom design/
logo on tees, sweatshirts, 
hoodies, hats, banners, 
cups, stickers, etc. 
Customize wearables 
and promotional items of 
any kind! CUSTOMIZE 
JMU SWAG! [CLC 
licensed]. Fundraising 
programs. Easy online 
CRU catalogs and self-







Looking for people 
interested in direct care 
and helping people with 
disabilities. Must be 
willing to work every other 
weekend, have reliable 
transportation, and good 
references. Will train strong 
candidates. Call 540-433-
3525 or email Crystal at 
rn4ssr@comcast.net for 
more information.
Doctor Seeking M-F 
Personal Assistant
Seeking M-F Personal 
Assistant for: Home help 
and child care for three 
grandchildren (ages 5-14) 
Help with pets (dogs and cats). 
Reliable vehicle and driving 
record One granddaughter 
has special needs; mild autism 
$100/day + 3 meals/day + free 
dental work + opportunities 
for extra income when I travel. 
(540) 421-2765
Help With Firewood
Need strong lad to move & 
stack firewood -- $15/hour. 
Estimate about 5 hours 
work that can be spread 
over several days. Location 
about 2 miles from campus. 
Call Gary @ 540-908-0350
Pick your own 
pumpkins!!
Pick your own pumpkins Mon-
Fri: 5p.m.-9 p.m. Sat-Sun: 
9 a.m.-5p.m. Only $6 each. 
Please call or text Susan at 
540-810-1145 located in 
Rockingham County off of 
Route 761 on Well Hollow 
Road. Call (540) 833-6104.
COMMUNITY
MISSING CAT IN OLD 
TOWN
Siamese cat lost in Old 
Town. Please help us find, 
Ellie, our family pet. She 
is a small female Siamese 
with white markings on her 
back paws. She was last 
seen Sunday, Oct. 15th, on 
Campbell Street. If you have 
any information about this 
fine cat, please call 540-
908-1406.
Yard Work Help Needed 
Flexible hours, good pay. 
Call (540) 289-6181.
Serving James Madison University Since 1922
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The Hills of Harrisonburg
540.432.0600 | live-thehills.com
Check us out!f
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Homecoming 2017 Banner 
Contest Voting begins!
Oct. 23 - 24      9 a.m. - 9 a.m.       Facebook 
Oct. 23      11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.       
TDU Commons; Rain Location: MU Ballroom  
Oct. 24      Throughout the day       Campus 
Homecoming Kick-Off & 
Fight Song T-shirt Day
Purple and Gold 
Spirit Dinner
Find the JMU Letters
Oct. 23      4:30 - 8:00 p.m.       Ehall  
Purple Out!
Oct. 25      5:00 - 7:00 p.m.       Hillside Field 
Oct. 26      4:30 - 7:30 p.m.       Lot R1 next to Dhub  
Oct. 26      10:00 p.m. - 12:00 a.m.       E-Hall  
D-Hub Tailgate
Late Night Breakfast
Oct. 26        9:00 p.m. - 1:00 a.m.       UREC
Oct. 27      3:00 - 5:00 p.m.       Dog Pound Window  






Oct. 27      5:00 - 7:00 p.m.       The Quad  
Oct. 28      10:00 - 11:00 a.m.       UREC MAC 3  
Lessons in Leadership
Oct. 28      3:30 p.m.       Bridgeforth Stadium  
Football Game
Homecoming Step Show
Oct. 28      Doors open - 7 p.m.; Show - 8 p.m.       
Wilson Hall  
8th Annual Nightmare 
at UREC
Oct. 27      7:00 p.m.      Wilson Hall  
HomecomSing
2017
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FIND THE JMU LETTERS
OCT. 24, 2017
To celebrate Homecoming, the JMU letters will be hidden across campus. 
Follow @SAAJMU for clues to the letters; location. 2017
QUADFEST
Oct. 27 at 5:00 p.m.
Its a PUP-Rally. Celebrate Homecoming with some 
of  Duke Dog’s favorite K9 friends. Free food, music 
and puppies on the Quad! Need we say more?
WELCOME HOME, ALUMNI!
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On any given day, campus is covered in students proudly wearing their 
purple and gold. That commitment to sharing our JMU pride is even 
stronger during Homecoming. Homecoming as we have come to know 
it at JMU – a fall event, centered around a football game – dates back 
to 1972. That was the first year for football at what was then Madison 
College, and for more than 40 years, our campus has come together to 
celebrate. 
The week leading up to the Homecoming Football game is all about stu-
dent spirit. The Student Alumni Association and our partners across cam-
pus have planned fun events where students from all sides of  campus can 
engage with one another and revel in our Duke Dog pride. This year is no 
different, with traditions of  old being honored and new traditions being 
born. We encourage you to take some time out of  your schedule this week 
to celebrate being a Duke. 
As we get closer to the weekend, many alumni join in the fun, making 
their way to Harrisonburg to celebrate all things purple and gold. This 
might be your first Homecoming or it may be your senior year Homecom-
ing, but it doesn’t have to be your last. Homecoming is a tradition that you 
will always be invited to participate in because we are Dukes from Day 
One, but we are JMU Alumni for LIFE! Remember, there is no place like 
home, especially when home is JMU!
Go Dukes!
Heather Easley Hedrick (’00)
President
JMU Alumni Association
Relax with our delicious wines 
and enjoy the stunning views.
Located in the heart of the Shenandoah Valley, 
only fifteen minutes from harrisonburg
1501 dave berry rd, Mcgaheysville, va 22804
(540) 421- 0339
brixandcolumns.com
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Every game day, Bridgeforth Stadium is a hub of  excitement as students flock to the stands to support their team. The atmosphere becomes even more electric when the Dukes score 
a touchdown, prompting fans to release thousands of  purple and gold 
streamers in the air.
A beloved tradition, the streamers have become a 
trademark of  JMU football games. Most students are 
aware of  the custom, but few know how it got started.
Today’s streamer practice traces back to 2004, when 
JMU alumnus Phil Cockrell (’85) purchased 1,000 
streamers to hand out at the first game of  the season as 
an incentive for students to get there in time for kickoff. 
“One of  the things that frustrated me as fan who 
wanted excitement is people weren’t there for kickoff,” 
Cockrell said. “I tried to think of  a neat way to get the 
students there by having streamers to throw when the 
team runs on the field.”
Throwing streamers for touchdowns has its roots in basketball, when 
students during the 1990s would throw them after the first made basket. 
The custom came to an abrupt end when the NCAA began calling 
technical fouls.
Prior to the streamers, students showed their school 
spirit in a similar way; however, instead of  the court 
being a vision of  purple and gold, it was cloaked in 
white as students threw toilet paper to celebrate the first 
points scored.
“All of  the students were taking the toilet paper rolls 
from the restrooms,” Cockrell said. “They were kind of  
big and clunky, and if  you think about throwing them 
and you hit somebody, that hurts.”
Safety concerns were also an issue when the streamer 
tradition was revived in 2004. Wanting to avoid liability 
for injuries, JMU initially pulled the plug on the 
streamers.  
“I got a call Monday morning from JMU and they said, ‘We appreciate the 
idea, but we’re just a little concerned about the insurance aspect. Streamers 
are all over the stairs, and if  somebody were to trip on them, it could be a 
real liability,’” Cockrell said.
The streamers’ popularity with fans and publicity in the local newspapers 
caused JMU to rethink their decision; however, there were some 
stipulations. 
“From there on, they said okay, but we couldn’t have wrappers and had to 
pick them all up so people didn’t trip,” Cockrell said.
Cockrell enlisted the help of  students and alumni to hand the streamers 
out before games.  The streamers were not only a hit with students, but 
with fans of  all ages as well.
“The cool thing was, it didn’t matter if  it’s a 5-year-old kid or a 70-year-old 
fan, everybody loved getting those streamers,” Cockrell said.
Cockrell didn’t want to confine the excitement to Bridgeforth Stadium, 
so he soon hit the road with suitcases full of  streamers for away games. 
“It’s just all about the 
spectacular purple and 
gold. People at JMU 
really embrace JMU 
more than a lot of  other 
colleges. It’s something 
special.”
-Phil Cockrell (’85)
Show Your Colors 
Proud and True
By: Jamie Simpkins (’18)
JMU Men’s Basketball game in the “Electric Zoo” on December 10, 1983.
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For the FCS National Championship in 2004, Cockrell brought 5,000 
streamers to Chattanooga.
“I actually got an additional hotel room to store them,” Cockrell said. 
“You wouldn’t have known it’s a hotel room, you just saw boxes stacked. 
Like seven feet high worth of  boxes on the bed, around the bed, in the 
bathroom. I rented a Suburban to get them to the stadium; it was quite an 
event.”
Thirteen years later, many students name the streamers as one of  their 
favorite things about JMU.  Thousands of  streamers continue to be 
thrown at football games and graduation, and are also in university 
promotions. 
“It’s just all about the spectacular purple and gold,” Cockrell said. “People 
at JMU really embrace JMU more than a lot of  other colleges. It’s 
something special.”
For Cockrell, the streamers are more than just crepe ribbons of  purple 
and gold—they are a tangible symbol of  his love for JMU athletics.
 
“It’s a special thing. I’m kind of  a sentimental person in that 
I will tell you at the start of  each season, when the team 
runs on the field for the first time, my eyes water a 
little bit. I just love seeing the team and what it’s 
grown to at JMU.”
JMU College GameDay 2017.
The 2004 FCS National Championship game in Chattanooga, Tennessee.
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76
76
An intimate, farm-to-table 
restaurant in Harrisonburg, VA 
serving elevated American cuisine 
in a casual dining environment.
Private Dining Room available 
for your Special Occasion
 217 South Liberty Street
At The Ice House
Downtown Harrisonburg,  VArocktownkitchen.com 
Saturday & Sunday Brunch
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Ride with JMU Pride
Traveling down Interstate 81, one might notice purple and gold license plates that stand out from among the standard Virginia plates. With 
over 4,900 traveling the highways, JMU Virginia license plates are not hard 
to find. Available in two styles, drivers have the choice between plates 
featuring Duke Dog or the JMU seal. Besides being a 
great way to show school spirit, JMU license plates also 
help make college more affordable by funding legacy 
scholarships. $15 of  the annual $25 DMV fee goes 
directly back to JMU.
The legacy scholarships, given by the JMU Alumni 
Association, are awarded to an incoming freshman 
student who has a parent or grandparent that graduated 
from JMU. Some scholarships can be renewed each 
school year.
The legacy scholarship has given Ana Hart (’21), 
freshman scholarship recipient and dance major, the opportunity to 
pursue her dreams at JMU, just like her alumna mom. “I definitely have 
looked to her [my mom] as an example and I think that JMU definitely 
gave her the tools to be able to do what she’s doing now,” Hart said. “I’ve 
seen that and it’s inspired me. Being a scholarship recipient has meant so 
much to me, because I’m able to continue in her footsteps.”
Brittany Goldman (’18), senior scholarship recipient and marketing major, 
credits a memorable experience she had with her mom, who was then a 
By: Jamie Simpkins (’18)
“Being a scholarship 
recipient has meant so 
much to me, because 
I’m able to continue 
in her (my Mom’s)
footsteps.”
-Ana Hart (’21)
doctoral student in audiology at JMU, for helping her choose to attend 
the university. “My mom’s professor actually got a connection to donate 
free hearing aids to me while I was in school, which was just the sweetest 
thing,” Goldman said. “I got my first pair of  hearing aids in ISAT and I 
have very vivid memories of  walking through the hallways, 
so that was always a big piece of  my mind.”
For Goldman, being a legacy scholarship recipient means 
she has been able to focus on her academics, rather than 
finances, for the past four years. “It just makes it more 
possible to get an education and not have to worry about 
where are my finances are coming from this semester,“ 
Goldman said. “I can be a student and let that be my first 
and foremost job and just succeed in all of  my classes.”
Not only do the legacy scholarships help ease the 
financial burden of  attending college, but they motivate 
its recipients to work hard and give back.“Just by being able to have that 
support behind me, I think inspires me and motivates me to keep moving 
forward pursuing my  education and to make my experience at JMU 
purposeful and meaningful,” Hart said. “It’s setting me up for the future 
so I can continue to do the same out in the world.”
Interested in getting a JMU license plate for your car? 
Visit www.dmvNOW.com. 
Be like Duke Dog
and support student scholarships
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Show your JMU pride while supporting schol-
arships for Virginia students. 
Get your 
James Madison University plate at 













PIZZA ~ SUBS ~ PASTA
P I Z Z A  B Y  T H E  S L I C E !
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Off Port Republic Rd, Next To Starbucks
CATERING AVAILABLE FOR ALL OCCASIONS
Ordering Online Available
WWW.TUTTIGUSTI.US
Free Delivery   LATE NIGHT DELIVER Y
SUN - WED TIL 2:00AM  |  THUR - SAT TIL :00AM
PIZZA ~ SUBS ~ PASTA
P I Z Z A B Y T H E S L I C E !
5 4 0 . 4 3 4 . 6 1 7 7
U T T I G U S T I
TUTTI GUSTI
Served with chips (Dine in only)
Hot & Cold Subs 11” Bread Made Fresh Daily.
Philly Cheese Steak Super Special 7.99
With sautéed mushrooms, onions, green peppers, 
mayo, tomato, and American cheese
Philly Cheese Steak Hoagie   7.99
With sautéed onions, plus tomato, lettuce, 
mayo, and American Cheese
Italian    7.99
Salami, ham, provolone, lettuce, tomato, 
onions, mayo, and Italian dressing
Ham & Cheese    7.99
Ham, provolone, lettuce, tomato, onions, 
mayo, and Italian dressing
Chicken Wing Sub  7.99 
Grilled Chicken Sub    7.99
With lettuce tomato, onions, mozzarella cheese, and mayo
Chicken Filet    7.99
Fried boneless breast of chicken with 
lettuce, tomato, onions and mayo 
Meatball Parmigiana 7.99
Meatballs with tomato sauce and melted mozzarella
Sausage & Peppers Sub 7.99
Italian Sausage with tomato sauce and mozzarella cheese
Chicken Parmigiana    7.99
Breaded chicken with tomato sauce and melted mozzarella
Eggplant Parmigiana 7.99
Breaded eggplant with tomato sauce and melted mozzarella
All served with lettuce, tomato, onion & mayo
Served with chips (Dine in only)
Italian Ham, salami, provolone                 7.99
Ham & Cheese                        7.99
Chicken Wing                    7.99
Chicken BBQ 7.99
I Z T
P I Z Z A B Y T H E S L I C E !
5 4 0 . 4 3 4 . 6 1 7
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Kid’s Menu
Chicken Tenders            6.75
Spaghetti with Tomato Sauce   6.25
Spaghetti with Meatballs or Sausage 7.25
Ravioli or Manicotti 7.25
Fountain Soft Drink  1.99
Bottle Drink 2.19
Beer & Wine available
All Desserts at 5.59
Tiramisu | Cannoli 
Chocolate Cake | Cheese Cake
Eating at Tutti Gusti is a healthy choice. All of our 
sauces are low fat and prepared fresh daily with the 
finest ingredients. We use only 100% natural cheeses and 
the freshest pasta, vegetables, and meats for our entrees, 
paninis, pizzas and more. Buon Appetito!
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mayo, tomato, and American cheese
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With sautéed onions, plus tomato, lettuce, 
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Ham & Cheese    7.99
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Meatballs with tomato sauce and melted mozzarella
Sausage & Peppers Sub 7.99
Italian Sausage with tomato sauce and mozzarella cheese
Chicken Parmigiana    7.99
Breaded chicken with tomato sauce and melted mozzarella
Eggplant Parmigiana 7.99
Breaded eggplant with tomato sauce and melted mozzarella
All served with lettuce, tomato, onion & mayo
Served with chips (Dine in only)
Italian Ham, salami, provolone                 7.99
Ham & Cheese                        7.99
Chicken Wing                    7.99
Chicken BBQ 7.99
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Fountain Soft Drink  1.99
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Beer & Wine available
All Desserts at 5.59
Tiramisu | Cannoli 
Chocolate Cake | Cheese Cake
Eating at Tutti Gusti is a healthy choice. All of our 
sauces are low fat and prepared fresh daily with the 
finest ingredients. We use only 100% natural cheeses and 
the freshest pasta, vegetables, and meats for our entrees, 
paninis, pizzas and more. Buon Appetito!
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Did you know???
There are more than 
2,000
funds - give to your passion!
Madison Forever Scholarships 




Donor gifts of $100 or less 
combined for more than
$500,000
last year






donors made gifts during JMU 
Giving Day 2017
PHILANTHROPY
People donate to James 
Madison University for 
a variety of reasons 
and to a range of 
causes, but it all comes 
down to loving James 
Madison - its people, its 













Prices exclude tax | Not available on Sundays
$7.99
$5.80
2 Slices + 1 topping
Steak & Cheese Combo 
w/ Fries and a Drink
Garden Salad & 1 Slice
Cheese Pizza w/ Drink
Every Monday: 16” Large
Cheese Pizza and Any





CALL AHEAD FOR QUICK PICK UP
540-564-0105
225 Burgess Road
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Whether you’re looking for networking events or a way to give back, the Student Alumni Association has it all. 
Throughout the year, the SAA works hard to put on a wide range of  events 
that promote philanthropy and school spirit. In the fall, the SAA welcomes 
students back to campus through first day of  school photoshoots and Fight 
Song t-shirt giveaways. Through events like Homecoming spirit days and I 
<3 JMU Week, the SAA encourages students to show off  their purple and 
gold.
 
By joining the SAA, students not only receive benefits like discounts at the 
Thursday, October 19, 2017   15breezejmu.org
1. What year was Madison College renamed James Madison University?
2. What did students throw at sporting events before streamers?
3. How did the Kissing Rock get its name?
4. How many presidents have served at JMU?
5. Why are JMU’s colors purple and gold?
6. The first football game was held in 
what year?
7. Why is JMU’s mascot the Duke 
Dog?
8. What was the first dorm on 
campus?
9. Who was Wilson Hall 
named after?
10. How many students are 
in this year’s freshman 
class?
Answers are on page 35
JMU Bookstore, but they also get the satisfaction of  giving back to the uni-
versity that means so much to them.
“I am who I am because of  JMU,” Maddie Calder, vice president of  philan-
thropy and records, said. “Skipping five cups of  Starbucks coffee to make 
my annual donation and donating my free time is the absolute least I can do 
for the priceless JMU experience I have had.”
Most think that donating begins when their four years end, but the SAA 
provides opportunities to give back while still a student. 
“You don’t have to graduate to start giving back, you can start as soon as 
you want to help make a difference in the JMU community,” SAA President 
Nina Fairman said. “I am so grateful for the opportunities SAA has given 
me, such as networking with alumni and making meaningful connections on 
campus.”
Want to be involved in events like Giving Day while meeting people that 
share your love for JMU?  Join the SAA by going to alumni.jmu.edu/saa 
and click on the purple “Join Today” button!
Corn Maze, Pig Races, Pumpkin Patch, Hayrides and more!
Open weekdays 3-7p.m.




 Flashlight mazes go until 10 every saturday IN october
Sundays 12-6 P.m,
only 15 minutes from campus 
Fall Fun at Back Home on the Farm!
Saturdays 10-6 p.m.
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134,208










In its 109-year history, JMU has only seen six presidents 
on campus. Below is a breakdown of  how many 

























...but you still have a chance to save.
1191 Devon Lane | Harrisonburg, VA 22801 | 5 4 0 . 4 3 2 . 1 0 0 1  |  L i v e T h e H a r r i s o n . c o m   |   
*Offer subject to change, while supplies last.
EARLY BIRD RATES
SOLD OUT!
DOG PARKFITNESS CENTER POOL COFFEE BAR
Sign today and take
advantage of low rates.
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How to be a JMU alum
A
sk any senior on campus... time f lies at JMU. Before you know it, 
you’ll be crossing the graduation stage and going out into the world. 
Though you may not stay in the ‘Burg forever, your Madison Expe-
rience never ends. JMU continues to thrive, thanks to the involvement of 
alumni, and you will be a part of that group once you graduate. So here are a 
few simple steps to stay connected with Madison.
Be Informed jmu.edu/myinfo
Keep your contact information updated
Read Madison Magazine & Madison Update alumni newsletter
Be Involved alumni.jmu.edu
Connect with your local alumni chapter
Become an alumni volunteer
Be Invested jmu.edu/give
Help shape JMU’s future by giving back
Join the President’s Council
Brand New • Three Story Townhomes •
Four Bedrooms • Four and a half Bathrooms •
Stainless Steele Appliances • Hardwood Flooring •
Walk in Closets • Private Bathrooms • All Major 
Appliances Included • Full Size Washer/Dryer •
Clubhouse • Furnished/Unfurnished Options •
Covered Bus Stop • Open Parking • Cable and
Internet Included • Premium Deck Units 
EXCELLENT AMENITIES:
C A L L  TO DAY  F O R  
YO U R  N E W  TO W N H O M E
AT  T H E  P O I N T E 
540.433.2279
N O W  L E A S I N G  F O R
FALL 2018
why lease?
T H E  P O I N T E
Located right across from Copper Beech, 
The Pointe offers both furnished and unfurnished options 
with cable and internet included with your rent!  
ASK ABOUT OUR 
EARLY BONUS SPECIALS!
L I M I T E D  T I M E  O N L Y !
* c a l l  f o r  r a t e  d e t a i l s
$535
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LEARN MORE AT JMU.EDU/SAA
WHAT IS THE SAA?
The Student Alumni Association is a one-of-a-kind group on campus that connects current students with JMU Alumni. Students are given 
access to alumni through a variety of  events and programs throughout the year, all with the intent of  networking and making connections with 
JMU Alumni. 
WHO CAN JOIN?
ANYONE! The SAA is open to all JMU students. All it takes to join is an annual $25 donation to whatever you feel passionate about at JMU. 
Once you’ve made your donation, you can immediately begin enjoying all the great benefits as an SAA member. 
HOW DO I SIGN UP?
Joining is easy! Simply go to www.jmu.edu/saa for more details and to sign up. After you have singed up, make sure to stop by Leeolou 
Alumni Center to pick up your SAA gift!
BENEFITS
• Networking Dinners
• Career Development Opportunities
• Receptions with JMU VIP’s, including President Alger
• Special SAA swag
• Member-only invitations to alumni events and functions
• Maintain and uphold Madison Traditions
• Volunteer and service opportunities
• 20% off  at the JMU Bookstore every Friday 
  (applies to merchandise, not books)





with the Student Alumni Association
With Banks, You’re Just a Number
With Us, You’re Number ONE
EVOLVE 
Banking is something you do, NOT where you need to do it. Personal Loans for vacations, 
weddings, special events, 
or whatever you need.
Transfer money to and from 
your other bank accounts.
Branch locations in Virginia, and D.C., plus more 
than 6,000 partner credit union locations and more 
than 55,000 surcharge-free ATMs nationwide.
Visa® Platinum Rewards
Credit Cards Variable 
low-rate Visa® Platinum 
Rewards Credit Cards with no balance 
transfer or hidden fees. Redeem points 
for cash, travel and merchandise.
We have monthly 
FREE webinars on 
budgeting, saving 
for college, buying a 
home, and so much 
more.
We’re better than a bank. We’re a credit union—a full-service, not-
for-profit, financial institution. We offer all the products and services 
you’d expect to find at a bank. Because we have no stockholders to 
pay, we’re able to offer you lower rates on your loans, higher yields 
on your deposits, and fewer fees.
Check out all the exclusive 
perks James Madison University 
students, alumni, faculty, staff, 
and their families get with 
CommonWealth One!
New Auto Loan Rates





1.49%                APR**
*Standard Annual Percentage Yield (APY) will apply to any account balance over $1,000. Parent/legal guardian 
required as joint owner on Youth Savings Accounts .**Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is subject to change at any time. 
Payments for $20,000 loan at 1.49% APR for 36 months are approximately $568 per month. 2Refinancing is not 
available on existing CommonWealth One loans. 3Visit cofcu.org for full terms and conditions. Membership eligibility 
required. Membership is open to James Madison University students, alumni, faculty, staff, and their families.
Fixed & Adjustable Rate Mortgages 
with competitive rates and flexible terms 
to buy or refinance a 
home. Plus, we offer 
Home Equity Loans, 
Line of Credit, and 
even No Equity Loans.
$25         
Be Number ONE with us by November 17, 2017 and get $25 with promo 
code JMU17.3  Visit cofcu.org to open your account today!
Bank anytime with our mobile apps using 
your iPhone or Android devices. Use Online 
Banking to check your balances, pay bills, 
and more.
Youth Savings Accounts
(Ages 22 and younger)
All of our Youth Savings 
account holders can earn 
2.1% APY* on the first 
$1,000 saved with no 
monthly maintenance fees! 
2.1%    APY*
Up to 36 months  
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The Hills of Harrisonburg
540.432.0600 | live-thehills.com
Check us out!f





The Madison Network is not something you have to join, it is something that you are already a part of  and can activate through conversation, connection and engagement! It is an affinity for everyone that makes up the network of  James Madison University- be that students, employees, alumni, parents, friends and family of  the 
university.
It is through conversation, that we discover new friendships, we continue to learn, to develop and expand our 
impact. It is through connection, that we foster deeper relationships, unleash our purpose and find fulfillment. It is 
through engagement, that we truly feel “the power of ” the network’s ability to nurture our personal and professional 
aspirations each and every day, in whatever place we find ourselves in the world.
When activated, The Madison Network is a catalyst for you to lead productive and meaningful lives. Learn how some 
of  our alumni have activated their Madison Networks. You can learn more about these alumni and many others at 
alumni.jmu.edu/madisonnetwork. 
What is The Madison Network?
Corey  Schwartz (’06)
“When you think about Career trajectory and best practices to personal and 
professional development, I am not exactly the poster child for traditional 
tactics.”
-Corey Schwartz
Schwartz founded RemixYourHealth and provides consulting 
services through Millennial Mindset Consulting, his consulting firm 
focused on empowering you to inspire others. Through Schwartz’s 
expertise, he helps others define and tell their story through career 
coaching and development, personal health and wellbeing, and 
strengthening communication. Schwartz is currently the Chief  
Operating Officer (COO) for Shalom Austin in Austin, Texas. 
Schwartz is happy to accept new clients. For more information 
on Millennial Mindset Consulting, please check out www.
millennialmindsetconsulting.com.
Denedriane Dean (’92)
“I have found that blogging can be a highly individualized journey. No two 
bloggers have the exact same experience or reason for doing it. Therefore, allow 
me to share with you what MY experience has been.”
-Denedriane Dean
Dean is an experienced lifestyle blogger of  6+ years and avid online 
influencer. She enjoys sharing product reviews, fitness revelations, 
her Disney travels and solid words of  encouragement with her 
readers. When she isn’t engaging folks online, you can most likely 
find her watching Marvel action movies with her husband Art of  
twenty three years, and their three young adult kiddos. Or you may 
catch her reading a book about space and physics. You can visit her 
at www.RefreshingTalk.com.
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Mia Brabham (’16)
“They say when one door closes, another one opens. But what if  more than one 
door is open? And if  a door opens, does that always mean you should walk 
through it?” -Mia Brabham
Brabham has over 18,000 followers and 2 million video views on 
her Youtube channel Mia B.  Last year she created and completed 
a 365 day blog titled “A Year of  Lessons,” and this year, Brabham 
produced and edited her first ever podcast “The Last Lap” where 
she interviewed 10 of  her most influential JMU professors in her 
last 10 days of  undergrad. Her original creative non-fiction essay, 
“Papercuts,” was published in the Fall 2015 edition of  Gardy 
Loo, the JMU literary and arts magazine. Brabham works in 
Washington, D.C. as an assistant editor at Monumental Sports and 
Entertainment in the Verizon Center. Brabham wants to inspire, 
change lives and change the world. You can find her on Twitter @
yourstrulymia_.
Biology and Chemistry Students
Consider a career in 
the exciting field of 
Histotechnology!
SENTARA RMH SCHOOL OF HISTOTECHNOLOGY
Guaranteed Job Placement! 
$15K Sign On Bonus! Great Salary!
The Sentara RMH School of Histotechnology is certified to operate 
by the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia. 
Sentara.com/HistotechnologySchool
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Erin Scherer (’12)
“We turn on the news these days and see a scary world full or terror and strife. 
But our world is not scary, it is beautiful.”
-Erin Scherer
After her study abroad experience with JMU in 2015, Scherer 
founded the Wonderlost Travel blog. She has travel throughout the 
United States, Canada, Europe, South America and most recently 
to Japan. She enjoys writing about and photographing her travel 
experiences in order to inspire others to get out and follow their 
travel dreams. She has collaborated with tourism departments, 
restaurants and other travel bloggers to share reviews and travel 
advice with readers in over 90 countries. Scherer has a passion for 
traveling the world to experience other cultures and explore nature!
Eric Wagner (’12)
Since graduation, Wagner has 
been on a road of  self-discovery. 
In 2009 Wagner completed a 
33-day cross-country bicycle ride 
with his father. His experiences 
on the road inspired Wagner to 
write his first memoir. Leaving 
It On the Road was released in 
May of  2016. Wagner works as a 
personal trainer and spin instructor 
in San Francisco, California.  He 
also maintains a fitness blog 
and runs his own online fitness 
consultation/adventure training 
business.
“I was so eager to discover myself  that I rode across the entirety of  the United States on my bicycle, hoping that it would shed 
some light on the topic. I thought that perhaps I could find the solution out on the plains and mountains of  America.”
-Eric Wagner
Ways to Activate your 
Madison Network
• Register to attend an 
alumni webinar 
• Check out the Dukes Take 
Five Blog (dukestake5.
com)
• Attend an in-person 
networking event
• Check out the career 




upcoming Madison Network 
events and for more 
information on how to 
activate your Madison Network 
today!
The Best halloween 
store in town
Over 2,000 costumes
Everything you need for 
Halloween and much more!
Price store
227 N. Main St.
Downtown Harrisonburg, VA 22802
540-434-8272
GLENs Fair
Mon-Fri: 11a-6p | Sat: 11a-5p
To rent or buy
glensfairprice.net
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On Saturday morning, JMU hosted ESPN College GameDay on the Quad for the second time in three years for the matchup between the 
James Madison football team and Villanova. With a crowd of  14,000 peo-
ple, JMU nation saw Lee Corso pick the Dukes to come out victorious over 
the Wildcats on Saturday evening with special guest Duke Dog. The Dukes 
didn’t disappoint with their 30-8 point victory over Villanova. With the win, 
JMU broke the CAA win-streak record, extending its nation-leading wins 
mark to 18 wins. The win was also the 300th for the program. Check out 







































what comes first, 
opportunity 
or threat?
ey.com/betterworkingworld  #BetterQuestions  
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Bring Your Car to College
Private parking lot for JMU
freshmen with 24/7 security
Email us at freshmenlots@gmail.com
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Whether he’s cheering on the football team or taking 
pictures with students in the stands, 
Duke Dog has been a fan favorite 
for decades. Created in 1972 by 
then Director of  Public Affairs Dr. 
Ray V. Sonner, the new mascot was 
meant to generate excitement for 
JMU’s rising sports teams. Sonner 
selected an English bulldog to 
represent the JMU Dukes as he 
thought it was the perfect pet for 
DUKE DOG
Through the Ages
a British noble. An early version 
of  the Duke Dog mascot was 
replaced with the more realistic 
representation seen at today’s games. 
The Duke Dog as we know him first 
appeared during a 1982 basketball 
game against Virginia Military 
Institute wearing a professionally-
made costume. Check out how 
Duke Dog has transformed over the 
years.
1 9 7 3
1 9 8 1
1 9 8 3
1 9 8 4
1 9 8 5
1 9 8 7
HEY DUKES!
Welcome back to your old stompin' grounds!
b r eez ej m u.o rg/n ews lett ers
Find out what’s happening 
by signing up for a 
twice-weekly newsletter!
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2 0 0 6 E S P N  G A M E D AY  2 0 1 7
1 9 9 7
2 0 1 2
1 9 9 2
1 9 8 9
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Enjoy Life at the Top with our conveniently located 
premier student housing! 865 East offers tenants the 
means to escape the stress of student life through 
amenities such as our Rooftop Lounge, Game Room, 
Fitness Center, and much more! 
Live Life at the Top!
865 East Port Republic Road          (540) 442-8885
  Stop by today for a tour or give us a call for rates!
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• REAL TIME ETA’S
• FIND YOUR BUS NOW
• PERSONALIZED NOTIFICATIONS
• SCHEDULE & DELAY ALERTS
• NO PARKING HASSLES
• SAFE AND FREE RIDE TO THE      




DOWNLOAD THE FREE APP TODAY!







•Safe free ride 











GAME DAY FOOTBALL SCHEDULE BEGINS 
TWO HOURS PRIOR TO KICK-OFF, 
THROUGHOUT THE GAME  AND APPROX. 
ONE HOUR AFTER GAME ENDS 
ALL HDPT TRANSIT BUSES ARE A.D.A ACCESSIBLE 
The Pointe
The Retreat
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HOMECOMING CROSSWORD
Across
2 JMU license plates support what type of  
scholarships?
8 With eight floors, this building is the tallest 
on campus (2 Words)
9 This concert will feature groups such as 
Exit 245 and Low Key
10 JMU was formerly called this until the 
name change in 1976 (2 Words)
11 The JMU football team traveled here to 
play in the national championship
12 First years get a t-shirt with this printed 
upside down (2 Words)
15 What does SAA stand for? (3 Words)
16 Jackson and ____ Hall were the first two 
buildings on campus
17 This dining facility is hosting a tailgate 
with giveaways, food trucks and games
23 This annual event attracts students, facul-
ty and alumni
26 Many of  these return to JMU for Home-
coming
27 The number of  times ESPN College 
GameDay has been hosted at JMU
30 Hosted by UPB, this event offers free 
food and games (3 Words)
32 One lucky male senior will win this 
title at the Homecoming football game (2 
Words)
33 Students can be found here on a nice day
35 One lucky female senior will be crowned 
this at the Homecoming football game (2 
Words)
36 JMU’s opponent for the Homecoming 
game (2 Words)
41 The name of  JMU’s stadium
43 Located on the first floor of  Festival, stu-
dents can go here to catch a few z’s between 
classes (2 Words)
44 This is a new Homecoming event that 
will feature free food, inflatables and pup-
pies on the Quad! (2 Words)
46 The main entrance to campus is located 
on this road (3 Words)
47 This Homecoming event will include 
performances by JMU’s Multicultural Greek 
Life sororities and fraternities (2 Words)
48 Under which JMU president was the 
football team created?
49 Located under the Quad, some of  these 
were used by students and faculty as a short-
cut between buildings
50 1787 August Orientation is more com-
monly known as this (2 Words)
Down
1 Vote for your favorite one of  these deco-
rated by dorms
2 Find these around campus and post them 
on social media with #JMUHomecoming to 
be entered to win prizes
3 One of  the school colors
4 The MRDs will perform in this for the 
fourth time (4 Words)
5 Name of  JMU’s current president
6 The place on campus that houses the 
Office of  Alumni Relations (3 Words)
7 This building on the Quad was named 
after President Woodrow Wilson (2 Words)
8 This dining hall will host a Purple and 
Gold Spirit dinner during Homecoming 
week
13 Don’t forget to reserve these t-shirts giv-
en out by the Student Government Associa-
tion for Homecoming (2 Words)
14 Come to this Homecoming event if  
you’re a fan of  haunted houses (3 Words)
18 This building was once home to JMU 
presidents, but now serves as the headquar-
ters for the Honors College
19 Alumni can apply to sing this song at the 
Homecoming game (2 Words)
20 The university is named after this U.S. 
president (2 Words)
21 The GOLD Network stands for _______ 
of  the Last Decade
22 Enjoy a halftime show performed by this 
group (3 Words)
24 JMU’s mascot (2 Words)
25 JMU has had how many presidents?
28 JMU’s slogan (3 Words)
29 What is the name of  JMU’s first presi-
dent?
31 Legend has it that you’ll marry the person 
you kiss at this place (2 Words)
34 Many students enjoy doing this before a 
football game
37 Bluestone, which makes up most of  the 
buildings on the Quad, is actually a type of  
what rock?
38 Students throw these after a touchdown
39 Known for its cinnamon buns, this 
on-campus location is giving away hot dogs 
to the first 200 customers wearing purple 
during Homecoming week (2 Words)
40 This sport is a fall favorite
42 What is the name of  JMU’s football 
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Answers to questions on page 15
1. Madison College became James 
Madison University in 1976.
2. Before students threw streamers, 
they would throw rolls of  toilet 
paper at basketball games. To read 
more about the streamer tradition, 
turn to page 6.
3. The Kissing Rock got its name 
when female students would 
hide behind the rock to kiss their 
significant others. Female students 
were not permitted to be alone with 
boys without their dorm mother, so 
the Kissing Rock provided cover.
4. JMU has had six presidents: Julian 
Ashby Burruss, Samuel Page Duke, 
G. Tyler Miller, Ronald E. Carrier, 
Linwood H. Rose and current 
president Jonathan R. Alger.
5. JMU gets its colors from two 
literary societies that were formed 
at the school in 1909.
6. The first football game was held 
on October 7th, 1972 against the 
Shepherd College junior varsity 
team from West Virginia. They 
ended their inaugural season with a 
0-4-1 record and did not score any 
points.
7. Duke Dog was created by then 
Director of  Public Affairs Dr. Ray 
V. Sonner in 1972. The English 
bulldog was chosen because Sonner 
thought it was the cliché pet for a 
duke.
8. Jackson Hall
9. Wilson Hall was named after 
President Woodrow Wilson. 
Staunton, President Wilson’s 
birthplace, is sometimes visible 
from the cupola.
10. The 2017 freshman class has 4,564 
students.
#JMUHomecoming 
    is where the       is. 
www.jmu.edu/homecoming
hotyogaharrisonburg.com
90 North main street, suite 101 harrisonburg, va 22802 540-433-9642 (YOGA)
h a r r i S o n b u r g
Check our website to 
     find the class time 
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